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Member Profile
Robert English

Robert
English
was born in Hillston
NSW, on the Lachlan
River. His family then
moved to Moree, NSW
where he spent his
primary school years.
He recalls it as an
interesting time as it
was where the armed
forces were set up to
beat the Japanese if
they invaded. There
were big convoys and
tanks, all the things to
interest a young boy.
The family then
moved
to
Colac.
Robert’s father was a stock and
station agent but during the
depression he was approached
by one of the heads of the
National Bank to join to
help them with their rural
properties. This involved a lot
of moving. Robert went to high
school there and then to Scotch
College where he matriculated.
It was 1952, during a
recession, so he couldn’t
go on to university. He left
school and joined the bank
in Camperdown. He did
further economic studies and
worked as a researcher for
companies trying to establish
themselves and wrote articles
for the bank’s publications.
He was their information
officer for a number of years,
then researcher for their
banking systems and ended
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up manager of their methods
area. This involved procedures
and systems before he retired
at 63 and just before everything
became fully computerised.
In his early forties, Robert
was living in Kangaroo Ground,
north-east of Melbourne. He
was friends with Alan Marshall,
the writer, who introduced him
to Neil Douglas, a well-known
local artist and conservationist.
Neil contacted Robert when
two blocks became available in
the Bend of Islands (BOI) on the
north bank of the Yarra River
near the town of Yarra Glen
and things moved on from
there. Robert took six months
of long service leave and handbuilt his own mud-brick house
on 45 acres. The stipulation for
building was to only use a small
pocket of the land, the rest had
to be reserved for wildlife and

vegetation. And no
cats or dogs.
“They were good
years” says Robert as
he fondly reminisced
about
his
time
there. “The sense
of community was
strong.
Everybody
helped each other.
If someone wanted
a
slab
poured,
everyone pitched in
to help.”
The
community
formed
an
environmental
conservation area, the
first one in the state.
It took some effort
and they had to get the shire’s
approval. Dick Hamer, the then
premier, lent his support and it
went ahead.
Robert was actively involved
with the Christmas Hills South
CFA and remembers the
occasion when he was with the
changeover crew of a Panton
Hill truck sent into Gembrook
during the Ash Wednesday
fires. They couldn’t find the
first tanker, they searched and
kept calling them, not knowing
they had already perished.
“That was sad” said Robert.
Not long after Robert
arrived, authorities wanted to
build a dam in the Yarra River
called the Yarra Brae Dam
which would have flooded
all the bush valley. There was
a second reservoir planned
called Sugarloaf which was in
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Christmas Hills and that went
ahead instead. Robert and his
neighbours stopped the Yarra
Brae dam in 1974.
It was quite a battle.
Even though jazz music
is a passion for Robert, he
remembers with fondness of
the bush music played during
the Moon Dances held at the
Christmas Hill hall. “They were
great times out there” says
Robert.
Among the many musicians
who played were Sebastian
Jorganson, a beautiful guitar
player and John Williams (the
guitar player). Whenever John
Williams was in Australia
he would attend the Moon
Dances. Robert remembers him
after one Moon Dance, broom
in hand, helping sweep out the
hall.
Robert and Jane have a
shared interest in historic
buildings and antiques and
when they saw the Faraday
Church for sale fourteen years
ago they bought it and moved
here. They continued to take an
interest in wildlife and worked
tirelessly rescuing injured
animals.
The
Bend
of
Islands
community is holding its 40th
anniversary this year and
Robert plans to revisit this
idyllic community.
Robert was also a founding
member and director of the
Urimbirra Cooperative. It was
formed to purchase 400 hectares
of virgin bush in the Little
Desert region of the Victorian
Wimmera district.
Robert and Jane have sold
the Faraday Church and now
live in comfortable retirement
in Castlemaine, listening to jazz
and tending their garden.
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‘QANTIE’
Alan J. Elliot

The recent plague of
kangaroos
following
the
drought have caused heartache
for animal welfare volunteers,
as well as land owners, and
many motorists who have not
taken notice of the roadside
warnings through Faraday.
One
evening
recently,
Heather heard a sickening thud
near the top of our drive. The
vehicle, which must have been
a Mack truck or similar, didn’t
stop.
There was a huge buck ‘roo
left lying in the middle of the
road, obviously with a broken
back and in severe pain, so I did
my bit and ended its suffering
with the shotgun.
It reminded me that in
almost seventy-five years it
was only the second ‘roo I had
ever shot—the other one being
almost by accident.
As a twelve-year-old I had
once rested a .22 on my Dad’s
shoulders and in the beam of
a spotlight, to my enormous
surprise, dropped one from an
impossible distance.
It didn’t make me feel good!
However growing up on a big
farm in Western Victoria, ‘roo
meat was often on the menu!
It also reminded me that as it
was my eldest daughters’ 50th
birthday recently, she would
have been less than ten when
we moved to Faraday, and with
a younger brother and sister,
had not experienced life in a
rural area.
(We had all just returned
from three years on Nauru,
where the kids were just
toddlers.)
Faraday for them became a
real ‘farm’ and it wasn’t long

before the menagerie grew
exponentially.
There was ‘Wattle’ the
Guernsey (‘What’ll we call
her’?) , bought as a week-old
calf and driven home on the
back seat of our old M/Benz.
She grew to be our daily
milker and produced eight
calves over her lifetime.
Ponies followed and our
youngest daughter became a
constant rider and is a talented
equestrienne to this day.
Then there was ‘Bandlehars’
the Anglo-Nubian goat, who
was sometimes allowed inside.
(Ask me about the name
sometime!)
Emily was added as a
milking goat and produced
prolific quantities of rich milk.
Of course we also had
Snoopy the ‘Heinz’ dog, plus
‘Droomy’ the shepherd, and
two beautiful Siamese cats,
‘Meece’ and ‘Tabby’.
I was broken-hearted when
Snoopy met his end on the
highway, and there is still a
polished granite headstone
over his grave at home.
In the avian department
there were of course some
domestic chooks, plus several
Guinea fowl, a peacock and a
hen.
And of course there was Mui
the emu who we raised from
a chick, and he followed us
around for years!
Jenny and Jack, the two
donkeys were added for
variety, plus of course about
twenty lambs for the freezer.
But perhaps the most
favoured pet was Quantie,
who we saved from her dead
mother’s
pouch,
almost
hairless.
We reared him (actually her)
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and she became a member of
the family.
She was of course allowed
inside, and as an adult, followed
us everywhere. Her favourite
spot was sleeping on the end of
the bed. Very house trained of
course!
Qantie developed what
seemed to be tetanus from a cut
from a fence, and the local vet
thought there was no hope, we
would lose her.
She would go into massive
tetanic convulsions and throw
herself at the granite walls,
causing further injury.
Having access to a few
‘things’, I tried injecting her with
diazepam when the numerous
convulsions occurred, and
somehow after several weeks
she pulled through.
The
vets
were
quite
impressed, and I even wrote
it up for the vet journal at the
time.
One day, Qantie just
disappeared and we assumed
she had got the call of the wild.
Many months later, a
remarkable thing happened.
On an Easter Sunday, there was
scratching on the door, and
there she was. She bounded
inside and hopped up the
passage and lay on our bed.
In her pouch was a tiny Joey!
She had come back to proudly
show us.
Not being of any religious
persuasion, this still seemed
extraordinary. She only stayed
for an afternoon, and again left
us, this time for good!
That was over forty years
ago!
So whilst the ‘roo plague
is now out of all proportion, I
could never, ever shoot another
‘roo.
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Welsh Village Walk

A
marvellous
turnout
assembled at the base of a small
hill for our stroll and picnic
through the old Welsh Village.
The misty, light rain added to
the atmosphere of a magical
place with its different shades
of green, grey and red. These
ranged from the long leafed
eucalypts, water beaded moss,
and hardy rosemary to the
greys of different shaded slate
and rich red home-made bricks.
As we were told of the hardships of the former inhabitants
of this once thriving town our
imaginations allowed us to
picture the industry of people
who once lived here. The
hardships were evident but the
setting is so beautiful that I felt
if you had to work as hard as
these people did, they picked a
lovely place to do it.
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LIST OF MEMBER’S GOODS AND SERVICES
Support these members who support our Association
Terry Collins

Plumber

0438 504 353

Ray Fowler

Master Painter

5474 3109

Matthew Hough

Elphinstone Firewood Supplies

0458 387 378

Rev. Mark Dunn (Uniting Church)
Gary Hotchin
Bianca Joyce

J & P Leishman
Brendan McCarthy

Marriage Celebrant, the setting is your choice
Bricklayer and Fencing

http://thoroughbredsoffthetrack.com.au

Olive oil, electric and general rural fencing,
agricultural consultant

0409 009 443
0413 599 984
5657 3302

0427 931 391

Photographer

0402 077 137

Simon Moten

Sanctuary Hill Wines

0447 733 242

“Mister Workman” (Grant)

Home handyman services: carpentry, building,
painting, landscape design

0414 269 842

Anthea Matley
Adrian Slee

V.R. Builders

Granite Springs Olive oil
Electrical Contractor

House building, renovations

5474 2601

0419 133 637

0409 858 881

Any financial member may have their goods and services listed free in each issue. Please contact The Editor: 5474
2601 or email: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au.

Upcoming Events at Dunstans Flat

Annual General Meeting and launch of our new trailer: Sunday 16th October at 11:30am.
Members are invited to bring lunch and drinks to enjoy after the formalities.
Faraday Frolics: December 10th at 6:30pm. Pizzas will be provided. Please bring
anything else you need.

The Farrago was contacted by a representative of Monuments Australia recently. Brendan
McCarthy was able to provide a photo of the Musselwhite monument, erected by Faraday
residents, to put on the Monuments Australia website.
Faraday Rainfall (mm)
September 2016 :160
September 2015 :34
Highest September 2016: 73mm on 14th

Please direct correspondence to PO Box 257 Chewton 3451 or to our email address: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au.
Web address http://faradayfarrago.wordpress.com attention The Editors.
For new membership please contact John Brooke at brooke0111@bigpond.com
For renewal : direct credit Bendigo Bank, BSB 633-108 a/c no. 137897070 in the name of Faraday
Community Association. Please put in sender’s name and initials. Family/couple $15.00 Individuals $10.00
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