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Member Profile
Ray Fowler

Ray began life on an orchard
at Seville, east of Melbourne.
Later he had a long walk

to school at Hurstbridge,
followed by school years at
Diamond Creek, Mentone and
Mitcham. He was in the first
intake for the new high school
at Sandringham, but the school
had no facilities and classes
were taken in church halls.
Ray disliked it, despite having
1952 Helsinki Olympic runner
Winsome Cripps as a teacher.
Ray and his mates rode bicycles
to school from Mentone to
Sandringham and earned some
money by picking up golf balls,
selling possums, and rabbits to
greyhound trainers. Ray also
had a paper round, delivering
Heralds.
Ray’s first job was as an
apprentice grocer with Moran
and Cato in one of Australia’s
first self-service supermarkets.
After two years he moved
on because he had to work
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Saturday mornings while his
mates were out having fun.
He took up house painting
and riding motorcycles, both
pursuits he has followed ever
since. His first
motorbike
race
was at the age
of 16 in junior
scrambles. After
marriage he lived
in Frankston and
had two children,
a boy and a girl,
who still live in
that area and
have given him
grandchildren.
Ray rode on
a grass track at Romsey and
also did short-circuit racing.
He rode passenger in sidecar
races at Calder, Philip Island
and elsewhere and tried classic
road racing for ten years,
but it became elitist and too
expensive.
Ray gave up racing and lived
in Watsonia after the marriage
failed, where he bought a house
with his second wife while
working as a maintenance
painter at Colonial Mutual.
They visited friends in Colles
Road and liked the district, so
bought the land in Faraday.
Ray relocated a house onto
the block and fixed it up as
a holiday house over several
years. His wife has since passed
away and he still lives in the
house with his partner Gayle.
Coincidentally Gayle’s father
was also a painter as well as an

Pssst...
Membership
renewal is due 1
July
see back page for
details on paying
accomplished musician; she
grew up in Taradale and
Chewton.
Painting has been a very
satisfying career which has
taken Ray as far afield as
Merimbula, Swan Hill, Mildura
and Warrnambool, while most
of the work has been closer to
home. He painted many of the
churches in Maldon and still
does some painting for friends.
Ray has always been
an enthusiast for British
motorcycles, particularly BSAs.
He was a founder of the BSA
Owners Club more than forty
years ago and has been active in
the club ever since. It was Ray’s
suggestion to establish the All
British Rally in this district in
1977, an annual event which
now attracts about 1000 bikes
and their riders. His hobby
today is restoring old British
bikes and particularly building
up specials, often with rare
and interesting engines, and he
enjoys going to bike rallies and
swap meets.
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Faraday on Display

Our
recent
community
display held in the Council
administered Market Building
was both a success and a
learning curve.

The
display
featured
splendid
photographs
by
our resident expert Brendan
McCarthy, local produce and
services including olive oils,
our book ‘Kidnapped by Time’
and a prominently placed
restored Vintage motorbike!

A fine effort by all who
prepared and set up the display,
and those who manned in over
the three days.
Some thirty visitors each
day visited our stand and
considerable
interest
was
shown in Faraday and our
Association, and two books
were sold!
In
retrospect
perhaps
the event could have been
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promoted in the local press and
on the Council website but as a
first-off effort, it was a success.

Australia Day

The photos following (by
Brendan McCarthy), show the
small but enthusiastic group
who followed our ceremony
of raising the flag on Australia
Day. Morning tea was provided
by the members. A quiet,
reflective mood prevailed on
this fine, sunny day.

Community Trailer
On Tuesday (10th May)
Council considered applications
for the annual Community
Grants.
Our
Faraday
Community Association grant
application for funds to acquire
a Community Trailer was
successful. We will now receive
funding of $2150 from Council
for this project. With the final
annual rates instalment due
in a few days, this is a timely
illustration of (some of) our
rates being returned to the
community!!
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Weather Change

And so after the driest
Spring and Summer for forty
years the drought has finally
broken in late Autumn, with
heavy rains and hail on 1st May.
Dion Pedderson got out of bed
at 2am to take the picture of
hail beside his house.
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Golden Point Road in
1913

From the Mount Alexander
Mail
Some residents of Golden
Point cannot be blamed for
being sceptical regarding the
value of municipal institutions.
One resident of that locality
ventilated her troubles to
the Metcalfe Shire Council
on Tuesday, and concluded
with some very thoughtful
advice, which, if acted on, will
probably add to the comfort of
the inspecting engineer. Mrs.
A. George is the resident In
question, and she wrote to the
Council, pointing out that a road
which she had complained of
near her residence was within
the Shire of Metcalfe, and not
in the Borough of Chewton,
as stated by the engineer. The
road had been washed away
by a dredge working near the
place. In addition, the bridge
over the creek on the first road
complained of by her, had
no railing on it, and they had
to cross on planks, crawling
on their hands and knees,
on dark and wet nights. She
asked that the roads should
be inspected, and suggested
that an ambulance would be
preferable to a motor car for
the purpose. Cr. Owens moved
that the engineer inspect the
places, and if it was found that
the road had been dredged
away, as stated by Mrs. George,
that the owner of the dredge be
written to, asking him for an
explanation.

˜

Accident In 1915

From the Mount Alexander Mail

The residents of Sutton
Grange and district deeply
regret the accident which
happened to Cr. Salathiel, on
Wednesday, while driving to a
sale at Chewton. Mr Salathiel
and his son, Raymond, were
driving a young and valuable
horse, and when within a short
distance of their destination the
animal shied at another buggy,
and ran the buggy against a
stump on the road side, with
the result that both shafts were
broken, and Mr Salathiel and
his son were thrown out on the
roadway.
The horse bolted, and the
buggy, which was a costly one,
rolled over an embankment
seven or eight feet, with the
result that it was very much
smashed. In the meantime, the
horse got clear of the harness,
and galloped along the creek,
and finished up in a slum dam,
in the creek near the Golden
Point road. A plucky young
man went into the dam, and
slipped a rope round its neck,
and with the help of five other
men managed to haul it on to
terra firma. The marvel was
that the horse after such an
experience was none the worse.
In the meantime, Mr H. Moon
picked up Mr Salathiel and took
him to a doctor, who found
him much bruised, although
no bones were broken. Mr
H. MacRae then brought him
home in his car, while his son,
who was practically unhurt,
rode the horse home. All hope
that Mr Salathiel will be about
again soon.

˜
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LIST OF MEMBER’S GOODS AND SERVICES
Support these members who support our Association
Terry Collins

Plumber

0438 504 353

Ray Fowler

Master Painter

5474 3109

Matthew Hough

Elphinstone Firewood Supplies

0458 387 378

Rev. Mark Dunn (Uniting Church)
Gary Hotchin
Bianca Joyce

J & P Leishman
Brendan McCarthy

Marriage Celebrant, the setting is your choice
Bricklayer and Fencing

http://thoroughbredsoffthetrack.com.au

Olive oil, electric and general rural fencing,
agricultural consultant

0409 009 443
0413 599 984
5657 3302

0427 931 391

Photographer

0402 077 137

Simon Moten

Sanctuary Hill Wines

0447 733 242

“Mister Workman” (Grant)

Home handyman services: carpentry, building,
painting, landscape design

0414 269 842

Anthea Matley
Adrian Slee

V.R. Builders

Granite Springs Olive oil
Electrical Contractor

House building, renovations

5474 2601

0419 133 637

0409 858 881

Any financial member may have their goods and services listed free in each issue. Please contact The Editor: 5474
2601 or email: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au.

A walk to the Welsh Village will be organised in Spring. Details to be
published in our next newsletter in July/August.

Faraday Rainfall
2016 Jan-April 87mm
2015 Jan-April 98mm
2016 to May 15th 68mm

Please direct correspondence to PO Box 257 Chewton 3451 or to our email address: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au.
Web address http://faradayfarrago.wordpress.com attention The Editors.

For new membership please contact Robert English at renglish@melbpc.org.au
For renewal : direct credit Bendigo Bank, BSB 633-108 a/c no. 137897070 in the name of Faraday
Community Association. Please put in sender’s name and initials. Family/couple $15.00 Individuals $10.00
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