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MEMBER PROFILE
Terry Collins

He travelled throughout
South East Asia, then to
Terry was born in Thornbury, Europe, working for three
months in Germany. During
a Melbourne suburb.
The youngest of three boys time-off, he travelled through

Terry Collins and “Buzz” Aldron

and one sister, his academic
career began at St Francis
Xavier school Montmorency,
then Parade College, followed
by a stellar period at Eltham
High.
He played football for some
years before discovering horses.
An uncle had a riding school
in Mornington and Terry
learned to ride at an early age,
and competed in show events.
On leaving school he
undertook
a
plumbing
apprenticeship,
which
he
completed in 1974.
Following several plumbing
jobs in and around Melbourne
he was infected with the
adventure bug in 1981.
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many countries in
Europe.
And then on
to Ireland for a
proposed
threeweek
holiday,
which turned into
a sixteen months
stay!
Here he
met his future
wife Frances who
was working at a
steeplechase stable,
and he ended up
working there also.
Their employer was one
of the Irish ‘landed gentry’
with an impressive stable of
thoroughbred horses. Training
hunting horses and riding with

the elite of Ireland was another
world.
Terry
became
life-long
friends with his employer who
married the daughter of the
then President of Ireland.
After returning to Australia,
Frances followed and they were
married in Melbourne.
Their eldest daughter was
born in Melbourne, and they
moved to Faraday in 1986.
Two younger daughters were
born locally and Terry ensured
they all had the opportunity to
undertake tertiary education.
Roisin the eldest is a trained
nurse, Ceara is a Radiographer,
and Arlene the youngest is
an Electrician. All the girls
ride horses, but Arlene, the
youngest, is an incurable
equestrienne.

Terry has always had
horses at Faraday and in an
accomplished rider. His passion
for thoroughbred racing is
unquenchable and he has partowned several horses, one of
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which has won five races plus
several placings.
Terry has been self-employed
since moving to Faraday thirty
years ago, and still has horses,
which are worked regularly.
One has even been driven up
to Barmah in a horse and cart,
suitably modified for highway
use.
An excellent plumber, but
please don’t expect immediate
service during the annual
Spring Carnival!
An obsessive adventurer, he
jumped out of a perfectly good
aircraft as a fortieth birthday
present. His love of flying has
involved many long distant
flights with the writer, one of
which culminated in a period
of house arrest in Indonesia!
One day he will finish off
his pilot’s licence training, and
then look out!!
Together we also met the
second man to walk on the
moon—our mate, Edwin ‘Buzz’
Aldrin; at a special function
and dinner at Narromine.
But that is another story!

The Faraday Tea Gardens
The Faraday Tea Gardens
were established by Richard
Hopper on a hillside above
Golden Point Road prior to
1862, and were an adjunct to his
Northumberland Arms Hotel.
He was very good at promoting
his venture, and made sure the
summer attractions were well
publicised in the local press. On
Boxing Day 1862 he arranged
a horse race with a prize of
a saddle and bridle worth 7
guineas, open to all horses
that had never won before, for
riders not less than 8 stone.
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There was also a foot hurdle
race, flat race, wheelbarrow
race (blindfolded), quoiting
matches, and other sports.
During 1863 he built the
series of stone terraces that
can still be seen, having been
restored by the current owners.
They were described as rising
forty feet above the level of
the road, having vines trained
along them on trellises, with
flowers surrounding them. The
gardens were extensive and
included many types of trees
and plants such as camellias,
fuschias and roses. There were
some superb specimens of the
“cloth of gold” rose. The greenhouses and conservatories
contained rare plants and
exotics such as Sturt’s desert
pea (Clianthus Dampierii), and
the “sensitive plant.” (Mimosa
Pudka). The “grotto” was a
chamber excavated from solid
rock which maintained a cool
temperature on hot summer
days, a rare experience for
visitors before air conditioning
was invented.
The road from Chewton had
been improved during 1863,
including the cutting down
of a steep rise over a hill, and
the trip to the gardens became
much easier for Chewton
and Castlemaine residents. A
visit reported by the Mount
Alexander Mail in January 1864
was full of praise for Richard
Hopper’s “very romantic spot”,
and said “Prolific fruit trees
bear the most enticing fruit
that would require no other
tempting to induce one to pluck
and eat. Two large glass globes
erected in different parts of the
garden reflect the surrounding
scenery
and
should
be
examined by visitors”.

In 1865 Hopper began
operating a post office. The
Boxing Day amusements for
1866 included horse races, and
an evening ball. There were also
a lot of private picnic parties,
with angling and fowling
being popular amusements
around the district. The
Northumberland Arms Hotel
was next to the Tea Gardens,
with six public rooms and a
home for the Hopper family.
Mr Hopper was a keen singer
and on some occasions he sang
at charitable entertainments
in the Oddfellows Hall, his
favourite song being ‘A life on
the ocean wave’. In the last 20
years of his life Mr Hopper was
blind but this did not stop him
from carrying out the business
of his hotel with the help of his
wife Elizabeth. Sadly when she
died in 1886 he found it difficult
to manage without her and he
passed away not long after, in
March 1887, and is buried in
the Chewton cemetery.
The Northumberland Arms
hotel closed in 1913 but it
continued to function as a Post
Office until 1935.
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Photos of our Christmas get-together by Brendan McCarthy
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LIST OF MEMBER’S GOODS AND SERVICES
Support these members who support our Association
Terry Collins

Plumber

0438 504 353

Ray Fowler

Master Painter

5474 3109

Matthew Hough

Elphinstone Firewood Supplies

0458 387 378

Rev. Mark Dunn (Uniting Church)
Gary Hotchin
Bianca Joyce

J & P Leishman
Brendan McCarthy

Marriage Celebrant, the setting is your choice
Bricklayer and Fencing

http://thoroughbredsoffthetrack.com.au

Olive oil, electric and general rural fencing,
agricultural consultant

0409 009 443
0413 599 984
5657 3302

0427 931 391

Photographer

0402 077 137

Simon Moten

Sanctuary Hill Wines

0447 733 242

“Mister Workman” (Grant)

Home handyman services: carpentry, building,
painting, landscape design

0414 269 842

Anthea Matley
Adrian Slee

V.R. Builders

Granite Springs Olive oil
Electrical Contractor

House building, renovations

5474 2601

0419 133 637

0409 858 881

Any financial member may have their goods and services listed free in each issue. Please contact The Editor: 5474
2601 or email: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au.

Australia Day
Our annual Australia Day flag-raising at Dunstans Flat will be on Tuesday 26th January from
10:30am. This will be followed by a BYO barbeque or lunch.

Showcasing Faraday

Our Association will be ‘on show’ at the Market Building in Castlemaine on 18th 19th and 20th
March. (Friday to Sunday inclusive)
This will be an opportunity to showcase photographs, copies of the Faraday Farrago, and
information about our area, our members and our activities.
We can also have our book ‘Kidnapped by Time’ on display and for sale.
During weekends many people pass through the Market Building including visitors for tourist
information.
We will be encouraging members, who are available, to volunteer for a couple of hours to man
the display.
Faraday Rainfall
2014 		
432mm
2015		 363mm
40 year average: 635mm
Highest:		
964mm (1993)
Lowest:		
288mm (1982)
Please direct correspondence to PO Box 257 Chewton 3451 or to our email address: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au.
Web address http://faradayfarrago.wordpress.com attention The Editors.
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