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Mining on Nimrod Reef

The houses that we know
today as the Welsh Village
were occupied by miners who
worked the Nimrod Reef, also
known as Donkey Reef because
it was at the head of Donkey
Gully. The reef was discovered
by Palmer and King on Good
Friday 1857. Although it had
shed a lot of gold into the valley,
at less than one ounce per tonne
it was not considered rich. By
1859 there were seven steam
engines at work with nine claims
worked by 49 miners. Leases
were held by the Nimrod Reef
Mining Company and Howell
and Company, with miners
Edwards and Lewis reporting
some gold production. When
Williams and Company sank
a shaft to 150 feet in 1861, the
first ten tons of quartz yielded
43 ounces of gold. Then they
got 167 ounces from a single
ton of rich material. By 1868
over 12,000 ounces had been
produced down to the water
level which was at 150 feet
depth.
The middle section of the
reef was worked by an open
cut about 500 feet long, 60 feet
wide and 50 feet high on the
western side, which was the
largest open cut in the district.
Between the open cut and
Donkey Gully are many shafts
and small open cuts. In the
open-cut is a tunnel - probably
a haulage tunnel - called Jones’s
Adit. Jones and Lewis dug the
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tunnel and filled in the opencut with the mullock.
The Crown Nimrod and
North
Nimrod
Company
worked in a desultory fashion
until 1887, when the claim
was sold to the Anglo Mount
Alexander Company, who did
little with it. The total recorded
production from the Nimrod

workings was 22,325 tons of
ore, which yielded 16,670 oz. of
gold. In the Depression years
all of the gold mines around
Castlemaine were re-examined
and many new companies were
floated. Nimrod Developments,
No Liability worked from 1937
to 1940 but again little was done.
The open-cut was worked as a

Pssst...
Membership
renewal is now due
see back page for
details on paying

slate quarry in the 1950s. At that
time, the tunnel was utilised as
a powder magazine.
Today the Welsh village is
just a few stone foundations and
walls, paths, tracks, house sites
and garden remnants including
a large rosemary bush. At this
time of year, the garden bulbs
are blooming. (see above pic.)
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From Faraday to Alaska
Christine and John
Brooke

We arrived at Vancouver on a
long weekend holiday to mark
Queen Victoria’s birthday.
We went on to
Victoria Island
by ferry which
takes 400 cars
and 2000 people.
We visited the
spectacular
B u t c h a r t
Gardens. Set on
about 100 acres
and
centred
around an old
quarry,
just
magnificent.
Imagine a lady
in a bosuns chair,
dangling from a crane hand
planting thousands of creepers
onto the quarry walls, which
now cover the whole face.
More than 1 million people
visit each year.
The next day we boarded the
ship
Zaandam
and
cruised
through
the
Queen Charlotte
Passage for one
and half days
to
arrive
at
Ketchikan. It was
just what you
would imagine a
remote Alaskan
town to be: cold,
made of wood
and set in rugged
terrain. While now largely
based on tourism, it was
formerly a timber and salmon
processing town. We went on
ATVs on remote tracks in the
hills. Chris saw bear scat, but
no bears!
The ship docked at Juneau,
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the capital of Alaska. The
town clings to the few hundred
metres of gentle slope before
the mountains rise vertically to
1800 ft. with snow on top. We
visited the Mendenhall Glacier,
which is receding at 100 metres

p.a. We stood at a spot where
the glacier was in 1950: there are
now trees there, 5m high, next
to a lake which first appeared
in 1930 as the glacier receded.
We saw many bald eagles and
the State flower, which is the
humble forget-me-not. Juneau

is only accessible by air or sea.
In Skagway we went on
the White Pass Railway, built
in 1889 for the Yukon gold
rush. Spectacular scenery as
we climbed 3000 ft. along the
mountain side and across steep

gorges with sides dropping
hundreds of feet. The railway
has been recognized as one of
the greatest engineering feats,
along with the Eiffel Tower and
the Panama Canal.
The local high school children
are fly in fly out students. They
go to school in Juneau and
spend their weekends at home
in Skagway.
National
Park
Rangers
boarded the ship for our cruise
into Glacier Bay and provided
commentary all day. The bay is
about 1 km wide and has been
cut from the rock by glaciers.
Snow covered mountains rise
from the water to 18,000 ft. on
both sides of the ship. We saw
clear geological evidence of
the role that glaciers play in
forming the landscape and its
associated ecosystem. Glaciers
have been advancing and
receding here forever. Where
they receded thousands of years
ago, there are now towering
forests. When we saw recent
glacial recessions, what is left
is ground up rock: the basis of
soil. Later (and we saw this)
mosses and lichens start and
then trees start the forest. It
was truly emotional to see two
or three trees just a few metres
high begin the transformation
from ice to forest.
The land based part of our
travels involved a drive to the
Denali National Park, home
of Mt McKinley (now named
Denali, meaning The Big One).
From the little village of
Talkeetna THE THING to do
if you are young and fit and
passionate is to climb Denali.
It takes thirty days to go up
and back. The National Parks
people issue permits, check
that you have adequate gear
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and training, and ensure you
are fit for the walk. They have a
hyperbaric chamber high up if
you get altitude sickness badly:
it brings your altitude down
3000 ft. in minutes and saves
your life. Only half of those
attempting the climb actually
make it. During our visit they
evacuated a climber with
frostbite in 60 mph winds in the
emergency helicopter. We met
a man who had just completed
the walk, he had many bruises
from falls and his nose was
affected by frostbite, but he was
exhilarated by the experience.
Few visitors to the park get to
see Mt McKinley (Denali). We
had two days of fantastic, clear
views of this giant.
A memorable evening was
sitting in our shirtsleeves, in the
sun, at 8 p.m. for dinner on the
edge of the Arctic! Darkness
doesn’t descend until about 11
pm.
At dinner we spoke to an
Iranian man who is full of hope
for the future of his country,
following the recent elections
there. At lunch two university
lecturers with their children
were on their 10 week summer
vacation. A land of contrasts…
We went on a seven hour
tundra wilderness tour. The
scenery was magnificent, with
the road cut into the steep
mountain sides, or driving
through the tundra with its
perma frost and the ground
covered with small shrubs,
mosses and lichens. We were
rewarded with sightings of
moose with calves, caribou,
horned sheep and a grizzly
bear. The grizzly bears can be
aggressive especially if they are
protecting a kill and in these
circumstances the Rangers post
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notices on the tracks prohibiting
hikers from proceeding. We
saw many of these notices.
In Alaska the aboriginal
nations have been formed into
corporations and given very
large mining leases and a once
off capital injection. The result
is that the corporations are
very wealthy. Their wealth
is devoted to the welfare and
promotion of their people.
We experienced one drizzly,
misty day out of 15 in Alaska. It is
said to rain 295 days a year.
Welsh Village Map
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LIST OF MEMBER’S GOODS AND SERVICES
Support these members who support our Association
Terry Collins

Plumber

0438 504 353

Ray Fowler

Master Painter

5474 3109

Matthew Hough

Elphinstone Firewood Supplies

0458 387 378

Rev. Mark Dunn (Uniting Church)
Gary Hotchin
Bianca Joyce

J & P Leishman
Brendan McCarthy

Marriage Celebrant, the setting is your choice
Bricklayer and Fencing

http://thoroughbredsoffthetrack.com.au

Olive oil, electric and general rural fencing,
agricultural consultant

0409 009 443
0413 599 984
5657 3302

0427 931 391

Photographer

0402 077 137

Simon Moten

Sanctuary Hill Wines

0447 733 242

“Mister Workman” (Grant)

Home handyman services: carpentry, building,
painting, landscape design

0414 269 842

Anthea Matley
Adrian Slee

V.R. Builders

Granite Springs Olive oil
Electrical Contractor

House building, renovations

5474 2601

0419 133 637

0409 858 881

Any financial member may have their goods and services listed free in each issue. Please contact The Editor: 5474
2601 or email: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au.

A walk to the Welsh Village will take place on Sunday, August 21 at 10am
Come by car, we will meet in Welsh Road. To get there, turn off Golden Point Road (the Chewton to
Faraday Rd) just south of the Expedition Pass reservoir, into Llewellyn Road (a gravel road that crosses
the creek). Turn left into Chapel Street. Turn right into Welsh St. We will park at the head of the gully in
a flat area just before the track starts to rise steeply.
The walk will be guided over the hill past the open cut mine and other mining relics to the Welsh
Village, where we will see the stone remains of the houses and street. While the walk is not especially
difficult, the track is uneven and there are a couple of sharp pinches which will require a moderate level
of fitness. The walk will conclude before midday with morning tea. Please bring your own beverages,
snacks will be provided.
See map on Page 3 for directions.
Faraday Rainfall (mm)
		2016			2015			Average
May
115			48			52
June
87			41			67
YTD
335			204			304
Please direct correspondence to PO Box 257 Chewton 3451 or to our email address: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au.
Web address http://faradayfarrago.wordpress.com attention The Editors.
For new membership please contact Robert English at renglish@melbpc.org.au
For renewal : direct credit Bendigo Bank, BSB 633-108 a/c no. 137897070 in the name of Faraday
Community Association. Please put in sender’s name and initials. Family/couple $15.00 Individuals $10.00
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