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Member Profile
Adrian and Helen Slee,
“Arielen” Moons Lane

Adrian and Helen are long
term residents of Faraday.
Prior to their marriage,
Helen had lived in Gisborne
and Adrian in Altona. During
their search for a place to call
home, Helen’s mother saw an
advertisement for 25 acres,
listed as Elphinstone at the
time. She suggested they look
at it because it was a lovely area
and land wasn’t too expensive.
Helen had regularly visited
relatives in Castlemaine, as the
family had been there since the
gold rush era, so she knew the
area.
Although
the
property
had been burnt out by earlier
bushfires and wasn’t looking
at its best when they visited,
they stood on the top of the hill,
looked at the views and were
captivated. They bought the
land in 1979.
The house was built during
the time of the Ash Wednesday
bushfires and the great dust
storms and they moved in
in 1983 in the middle of the
drought. During the building
process, Adrian and Helen
spent a lot of time planting
trees, going regularly to the
property to water them and
tend some animals to keep
everything growing during the
drought.
The Slees slowly expanded
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their acreage around the
original property.
They
run cattle, and breed Welsh
Mountain ponies. Helen had
always had a keen interest in
horses and while helping out a
friend with a Welsh Mountain
pony, decided they were a
lovely size to manage, lovely
to ride and good with children.
They developed their own herd
and sell and show their ponies.
Helen also spends time judging
at local shows.
A flock of
Suffolk sheep were also part of
their farming practice for some
time.
Helen has a special rock
on the top of the highest hill
with 360 degree views, where
they like to sit and relax. They
have seen many changes to the

landscape over the years from
that vantage point, particularly
with the building of the new
freeway.
Also during their years at
“Arielen” they have raised
their family of three children
who enjoy visiting regularly,
the eldest of whom has an
interest in some cattle on the
property and likes to “check
her investment”.
Apart
from
running
the property, Adrian also
works with the Melbourne
Metropolitan Fire Brigade
which he joined in 1979. Prior
to that he was an electrician
and has maintained his
electrical contractor’s licence
and does work around the area
as required.
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Wildlife and the Coliban
Channel
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While we were at the site
equipment was removing silt
and debris from the channel.
Robert English
There was a virtual mountain
On 19 February 2015, Fiona
of silt beside the channel and
Fowler contacted Wildlife
the channel was approx 1.5 to
Victoria after seeing a Kangaroo
2 metres deeper at that section.
being swept down the main
Coliban Channel near Bubbs
Lane.
We headed down to the site
of the new pumping station Our Forgotten Woodlands
Early surveyors described
at Faraday where we could
Mount
Alexander as being
intercept him. We also got
Bonnie Mitchell and Charlie covered by oak, honeysuckle
Ross to assist us. He was and gum, but today we see only
trapped at a weir before the gum. In an excellent article in
future pumping station intake the June 2015 issue (no 261) of
and had no hope of getting out
because of the sheer concrete
walls. Bonnie got our net under
him and Charlie lent down and
got hold of his forearms. After
a mighty effort he got the 40kg
male roo up the side to freedom.
The roo stood there dazed for
about a minute and after he
realised he was standing on an
ant’s nest, he hopped away.
There were two other roos
and a joey that had been trapped
at the weir and drowned.
We contacted Coliban Water
and explained the problem. We
highlighted that if a child fell
into the Channel it would suffer Park Watch, Ian Lunt describes
the same fate as the roos as it the woodlands that we have
could not escape up the steep lost. Today we call those lost
sides and would drown. On trees Silver Banksia, Drooping
Wild
Cherry,
14 August we met with Steve She-oak,
Lightwood
and
Blackwood.
Healey, from Coliban Water, at
the site to discuss means for Ian includes a photograph of
kangaroos to escape the channel. the last surviving honeysuckle
The mechanism to extract on Mount Alexander, and
branches and other debris has describes how the early settlers
not yet been designed. He will systematically felled these trees
consult with Coliban Water and while sheep ate the seedlings.
(Casuarina)
and
hopefully over the next twelve She-oak
Honeysuckle
(Banksia)
were
months, before the pumping
station commences operations, especially characteristic of
a suitable mechanism will be granite hills, but survive today
only in place names.
installed.
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Each type of tree provided
specific foods and resources for
insects, birds and mammals. In
1858 William Howitt described
“the vast numbers of parrots,
paroquets, and wattle birds,
which were feasting on the
honey of the Banksia flowers.”
The full article can be found
at http://vnpa.org.au/page/
publications/park-watch/ If
anyone doubts how well a SheOak can do at Faraday, the one
in this photo was planted a few
years ago from a cutting in a
glass of water. Blackwoods also
do very well, though seeds of
Silver Banksias can be hard to
find.
Ian Lunt encourages us to
collect cuttings and seeds from
surviving plants and to create
seed orchards that contain all
the inter-mixed plants. This
will help improve genetic
diversity and will attract back
the native bird species that
have dwindled away. Again
we could see large numbers
of New Holland Honeyeaters,
Rainbow Lorikeets, Yellowtailed Black Cockatoos, Spinycheeked Honeyeaters, and
Cockatiels in areas where they
were once numerous. He adds
that we can recreate some of
the diversity that existed across
broader landscapes by planting
nectar-rich trees of other species
as surrogates for the ones we
have lost.

Notice of AGM

October 11 at 3:15pm
at Dunstans Flat
Agenda:
President’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Nominations for Committee
Please note all committee
members are willing to continue
with their roles.
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Judith Barbara McGuire
Judy passed away on 20th
August 2015 following a long
illness.
She was a foundation
member of our Faraday
Community Association with
husband Dennis.
The McGuires were long
time residents of Faraday,
firstly in Musselwhite Drive
and later, Faradale Drive.
More recently they left the
immediate district and Dennis
built a new home in Campbells
Creek.
A bright, fun loving lady
who was often the life of the
party, Judy was also a devoted
mother and wife.
In recent years she worked
as a credit manager for Harvey
Norman in their Bendigo store.
In this role she facilitated
several fund raising BBQ’s for
our association, with the store
providing both the BBQ and
meat at no cost.
Judy loved animals of all
kinds, and was a proficient
horsewoman.
She will be sadly missed and
our thoughts are with Dennis
and family.
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PLACES NAMED
FARADAY

In addition to our own
Parish of Faraday there are,
or have been, a number of
other geographical places
and features whose name is
attributed in some way to the
scientist Michael Faraday.
Apart from such obscure
features as a Faraday crater
on the surface of the moon
and a Faraday asteroid
discovered in 1990, there are
some much closer to home.
There is a Mount Faraday
in
outback
Queensland,
midway on a line between
Charleville and Emerald. At
2,576 feet, it is only 409 feet
less than Mount Alexander
in height.
Another Mount Faraday
is on the North-West coast of
New Zealand. At 3,500 feet,
it is the highest peak of the
Paparoa Range, which has
successive mountains named
after
eminent
scientists
including Priestly, Faraday,
Curie, Einstein, Euclid and
Kelvin.
Then there is an electoral
ward in the London Borough
of
Southwark
named
Faraday,
after
Michael
Faraday. It is one of 21
wards of Southwark, with a
population of over 5000.
Of course there are also
a number of buildings,
scientific institutions and
research
bodies
named
after Faraday in the United
Kingdom.
In the USA there is a rather
obscure
“incorporated
community” named Faraday
in McDowell County, West
Virginia; just north of the
border with Virginia. It is

only sparsely occupied.
In the US an “unincorporated
community” is a general
term for a geographic area
having a common social
identity without municipal
organisation
or
official
political designation.
Perhaps Faraday township
in Ontario, Canada shares
some
similarities
and
community values of our
own
special
patch.The
Municipality of Faraday
comprises a small township
with
a
strong
rural
foundation.
With a population of only
fifteen hundred, Faraday,
Ontario, depends heavily on
its natural rural landscape
as a destination for visitors
in all seasons.
The tranquility of the area
and the friendliness of the
residents ensures visitors
return regularly to enjoy
the lakes and forests of the
area in summer, and winter
activities including crosscountry skiing and even icefishing.
Additionally, they also
harvest Maple Syrup from
the local maple trees.
In the spirit of mutual
understanding, copies of our
Faraday Farrago have been
emailed to Faraday Ontario,
through their municipal
officers.
Their initial response has
been one of considerable
interest in our Faraday, and
further correspondence is
anticipated.
Watch this space!
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LIST OF MEMBER’S GOODS AND SERVICES
Support these members who support our Association
Terry Collins

Plumber

0438 504 353

Ray Fowler

Master Painter

5474 3109

Matthew Hough

Elphinstone Firewood Supplies

0458 387 378

Rev. Mark Dunn (Uniting Church)
Gary Hotchin
Bianca Joyce

J & P Leishman
Brendan McCarthy

Marriage Celebrant, the setting is your choice
Bricklayer and Fencing

http://thoroughbredsoffthetrack.com.au

Olive oil, electric and general rural fencing,
agricultural consultant

0409 009 443
0413 599 984
5657 3302

0427 931 391

Photographer

0402 077 137

Simon Moten

Sanctuary Hill Wines

0447 733 242

“Mister Workman” (Grant)

Home handyman services: carpentry, building,
painting, landscape design

0414 269 842

Anthea Matley
Adrian Slee

V.R. Builders

Granite Springs Olive oil
Electrical Contractor

House building, renovations

5474 2601

0419 133 637

0409 858 881

Any financial member may have their goods and services listed free in each issue. Please contact The Editor: 5474
2601 or email: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au.

Water Channel Walk
The association is planning a walk along the water channel from the tunnel to Dunstans Flat on
Sunday 11th October. The walk will proceed at precisely 2pm so please arrive at 1:45pm. The walk
is approximately 2km and is an easy walk on generally level ground. There is a slight rise of about
200m, an easy descent into and out of the channel, under a fence and over a gate. The obstacles are
minimal. The Faraday Association however takes no responsibility for any accidents!
We’ll be meeting at the back of a property on Harmony Way, through a driveway with ample
parking, 1.3km south of the Golden Point Corner. Signage will be in place to indicate the driveway.
The walk will finish at Dunstans Flat where we will have afternoon tea. Please bring a plate to
share. The Association will provide tea and coffee. For any questions please email faradayfarrago@
yahoo.com.au or telephone 0419 533 348.

***MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS ARE NOW DUE***

For new membership please contact Robert English at renglish@melbpc.org.au
For renewal : direct credit Bendigo Bank, BSB 633-108 a/c no. 137897070 in the name of Faraday
Community Association. Please put in sender’s name and initials. Family/couple $15.00
Individuals $10.00
Please direct correspondence to PO Box 257 Chewton 3451 or to our email address: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au.
Web address http://faradayfarrago.wordpress.com attention The Editors.
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