
Faraday Farrago page 1 

ISSUE NO. 25: April 2015

The Faraday Farrago
NEWSLETTER OF THE FARADAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION INC.

The Bray Family
Two of Faraday’s earliest 

residents were Benjamin 
and Mary Bray. They built 
a house on the north-east 
corner of Sutton Grange Road 
and the Bendigo Road. Both 
were ex-convicts from Van 
Diemen’s Land. Benjamin was 
a carpenter who was jailed for 

stealing pistols in 1834, then 
transported for stealing coal 
in 1844. He left behind a wife, 
Eleanor and two children, who 
he never saw again. He worked 
as a shipbuilder at Macquarie 
Harbour and married Mary 
Ann McLoughlin in Hobart 
in July 1850. Mary Ann was 
a dark-haired, illiterate Irish 
housemaid and factory girl, 
daughter of a bootmaker, 
convicted in County Armagh 
of burglary and house robbery. 
It was her third conviction. She 
arrived in Tasmania in 1849 and 
was placed in the hulk Anson, 
a warship which had been 
refitted as a prison hulk to house 
female convicts in an attempt 
to alleviate the overcrowding 
at Cascades Female Factory. 

Their son Benjamin was born 
in Hobart in July 1851 and in 
October the elder Benjamin 
travelled to Melbourne, having 
heard of the gold discoveries in 
Victoria.

The family followed in 1852 
and subsequent children were 
Alexander (1853), Maud (1854), 
Jane (1855), Mary (1857), Joseph 
(1859), James (1862), Eliza 
(1864), William (1867), Nigel 
(1869) and Ann (1871). The birth 
records suggest that the family 
lived in Faraday from 1855 
until a move to Castlemaine 
in about 1863, where Benjamin 
again worked as a carpenter.

Benjamin was admitted 
to Castlemaine Hospital in 
February 1877and died the 
following month. After his 
death, Mary Ann worked as a 
domestic servant until she was 
admitted to the Castlemaine 
Benevolent Asylum in June 
1909. She died of old age and 
a hip injury at Golden Point 
in February 1912. They are 
buried together, with their 
son Benjamin, in the Chewton 
cemetery.

Wasps
Anthea Matley

It will not be news to 
local residents that we are 
experiencing a wasp plague. 
My personal experience has 
been likened to a horror movie. 
It wasn’t until I checked my 
bee hives when I realised the 
aggressiveness of these hunters.

As the bees were flying in 
and out, numerous wasps were 
grabbing them in flight and 
tearing them apart.

Seeing the bees trying to 
defend their hives from these 
predators was heartbreaking. 
I immediately took action to 
try and give the bees a fighting 
chance.

I set up two traps; a 
commercial trap, to lure the 
wasps away from the hives and 
laced dog food with ant rid in 
the hope that would reduce 
numbers. In addition, I halved 
the bee hive entrances with a 
piece of wood to give them a 
fighting chance.

While I haven’t eliminated 
the problem, the bees have a 
better chance now of surviving 
winter.
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Exhibition of ‘Slow’   
magazine photographs by 

Brendan McCarthy
As part of the Castlemaine 

fringe festival, Farday local, 
Brendan McCarthy, held 
an exhibition of his photos 
that had been published in 
the early editions of ‘Slow’ 
magazine when it was very 
much a Chewton/Castlemaine 
publication.  The newly 
renovated Chewton Town 
Hall provided a wonderful 
venue for the exhibition which 
also contained the inspiring 
‘Slow’ fashion photography 
of Robert Hickman, a current 
Castlemaine resident and co 
founder of the magazine.

Many of the photography 
subjects were central Victorian 
artists and personalities which 
made it a must see exhibition 
for the locals who often knew 
the subjects personally.  The 
chance to see the renovated 
town hall was also a drawcard 
and the photography could not 
have been displayed in a more 
appropriate setting.  Brendan 
and Rob were fortunate that the  
Chewton Domain Society was 
so supportive of the exhibition.

It became apparent during 
the exhibition that ‘Slow’ 
magazine was a favourite of 
other visitors to the Castlemaine 
Festival, with many subscribers 
attending the event and talking 
about the wonderful quality 
of the publication and  the 
photography and how they had 
been influenced by it.  Whilst 
the magazine is no longer a local 
enterprise, it is still published 
and still adheres to the ‘slow’ 
movement and lifestyle options 
that many Faraday residents 
find so attractive about their 
area.  Is there a slower pace 

than that of Faraday?  I think 
not.

A video on the exhibition can 
still be accessed on the Bendigo 
Advertiser by searching for 
‘Slow’ exhibition roars into 
Castlemaine State Festival.

ROADSIDE WEEDS
John Brooke

A drive around our beautiful 
Faraday district demonstrates 
how well landholders look after 
their rural properties.  While 
at present the countryside 
is brown and barren (except 
for the golden orchards and 
vineyards) this is a good time 
to see the remarkable progress 
which landholders have 
made in weed control on their 
properties.

The weed free paddocks 
are in stark contrast to the 
blackberries, gorse and (to a 
lesser extent) briar roses which 
infest many roadsides.

For as long as I can 

remember, governments of 
all persuasions have failed to 
provide meaningful funding 
or incentives for the control 
of roadside weeds.  Local 
government is usually well 
intentioned, but with thousands 
of kilometres of roadside in 
each rural municipality, the 
task of roadside weed control 
is beyond their physical and 
financial capability.  VicRoads 
is probably the pre-eminent 
weed control authority along 
their major roads.

It is often claimed that 
Landcare groups should 
have the ‘responsibility’ of 
keeping roadsides weed 
free.  But landcare groups are 
voluntary organisations whose 
priorities extend to many 
catchment and land protection 
and environmental activities 
other than spraying weeds on 
roadsides.  In any event, the 
scale of the task is beyond their 
physical capacities.

And so the problem of 
managing weeds on roadsides 
inevitably falls back on 
landholders, many of whom 
lack either the knowledge and 
or equipment to do the job.

The solution probably 
lies in discussions between 
neighbours to pool resources 
of time, knowledge and 
equipment to tackle the 
problem where it exists.

As for funding, the reality 
is that while some money 
may be available to groups 
and individuals through the 
Catchment Management 
Authority and Council grants, 
there will never be sufficient to 
fund all activities.
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ABOUT OUR MEMBERS 
Alan Garner

Alan was born in born 
Hertfordshire, England in 1950. The 
second oldest in a family of six, with 
an older brother, and four younger 
sisters. 

He went to school in 
Hertfordshire, a county only few 
miles north of London; these days 
almost an outer suburb, and within 
commuting distance. 

Alan developed an early interest 
in everything mechanical, which 
continues to this day. It was no 
surprise then that he undertook an 
apprenticeship as a mechanic with a 
local firm involved in earthmoving 
machinery, trucks, motorbikes and 
cars. 

After completing his 
apprenticeship he was sent to work 
at Lasartend in Spain, quite near the 
French border.

Prior to leaving for Spain he 
attended night school to learn some 
basic phrases, but as we all know, 
the Spanish, French, Italian or 
whatever we learn in school bears 
little resemblance to that spoken by 
the ‘natives’.

However working with the locals 
all day, he picked up enough Spanish 
to be understood and to converse 
with his workmates.

Back in England, Alan worked for 
a large truck company for a couple of 
years, then came to Australia in 1974 
and recalls it was just as Cyclone 
Tracy had destroyed Darwin.

Why Australia? His girlfriend of 
several years had visited our shores 
and was keen to move out, so they 
both arrived together and lived in 
Narre Warren near Melbourne 

His first job in Australia was 
for Grendas bus company in 
Dandynong, on heavy vehicle 
mechanical maintenance. 

He finally married his long time 
partner but they separated after 
some time.

They had no children, but Alan  
is a doting uncle to his many nieces 
and nephews.

Whilst still living and working 
in Melbourne, Alan purchased his 
block in Faradale drive Faraday, in 
1977. His was the first house to be 
built on that new subdivision.

Over several years he built the 
house himself from the ground 

up including the electrical wiring. 
During the build, be lived in a 
caravan onsite at weekends, using 
a generator for all the power 
requirements until completion.

He moved permanently into his 
new home at Faraday in 1980, and 
got a job at Thompsons Foundry 
Castlemaine, working in the rail 
making section where araldite was 
required to be used between rail 
points joints.

Being severely allergic to 
Araldite he needed to move on 
and subsequently worked on 
Mitsubishi forklifts for a company 
in Bendigo. This position required 
some commuting to their branch 
in Melbourne; working as a mobile 
mechanic. 

Fortunately a car and fuel were 
provided.

Alan ‘sort-of’ retired in 2013, but 
since then has worked part-time for 
Thompsons orchards at Harcourt 
maintaining their heavy machinery 
pumps and the like.

Alan has had several trips back to 
the UK, sadly one if which was for 
his fathers funeral in 2002.

Not surprisingly, his hobbies 
include old tractors, heavy vehicles, 
steam engines and motorbikes.  

He also builds intricate models 
including ships and aircraft. 

And he is an avid gun collector. 
Following the Port Arthur massacre, 
which led to far greater controls on 
gun ownership, he was forced to sell 
a very valuable collection of guns 
and pistols through the police, which 
he got ‘peanuts’ for. Needless to say 
they ultimately ended up for sale by 
gun dealers at greatly inflated prices.

Alan now belongs to a gun 
collectors club in Bendigo; holds 
a valid collectors licence and has 
several rare firearms in excellent 
condition.

One of his previous pastimes was 
shooting wild boar in outback NSW. 
He obtained his motorcycle licence 
in England at age of 16 and remains 
a passionate ‘bikie’. He has owned 
Triumphs and BSA’s back in England, 
and a very rare 1951 Vincent  Rapide, 
1000cc V-Twin which he brought 
out to Australia. These bikes were 
pictured on advertising posters for 
Chicko Rolls many years ago. Alan 
has one such poster proudly framed 
on his lounge room wall. 

He took the Rapide back to 
England hoping to ride alongside his 
father who was becoming very ill, 
and unfortunately they never rode 
together. 

The machine is still owned by 
Alan, and is on loan and displayed in 
a museum in the UK. He has owned 
a BMW 100RT (1000cc)  flat twin and 
occasionally takes his prized Harley 
Davidson 2003 Centenary model 
2003 V-Twin 1450cc out for a spin, or 
occasionally his KTM 525 trail bike.

Alan is known locally as ‘mister-
fix-it’ and there are few engineering 
problems he can’t solve. Cars, bikes, 
tractors, you name it.

He is a valuable member of 
our community and attends every 
function, and is usually the one to do 
the heavy lifting with such duties as 
erecting our marquee.

After thirty five years he is one of 
the longest resident squatters of our 
area.
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LIST OF MEMBER’S GOODS AND SERVICES
Support these members who support our Association

Please direct correspondence to PO Box 257 Chewton 3451 or to our email address: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au. 
Web address http://faradayfarrago.wordpress.com attention The Editors.

Terry Collins Plumber 0438 504 353
Rev. Mark Dunn (Uniting Church) Marriage Celebrant, the setting is your choice 0409 009 443

Ray Fowler Master Painter 5474 3109
Gary Hotchin Bricklayer and Fencing 0413 599 984
Matthew Hough Elphinstone Firewood Supplies 0458 387 378
Bianca Joyce http://thoroughbredsoffthetrack.com.au 5657 3302
J & P Leishman Olive oil, electric and general rural fencing,

agricultural consultant
0427 931 391

Brendan McCarthy Photographer 0402 077 137
Anthea Matley Granite Springs Olive oil 5474 2601

Simon Moten Sanctuary Hill Wines 0447 733 242
“Mister Workman” (Grant) Home handyman services: carpentry, building, 

painting, landscape design
0414 269 842

Any financial member may have their goods and services listed free in each issue. Please contact The Editor: 5474 
2601 or email: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au. 

For new membership please contact Robert English     at renglish@melbpc.org.au
For renewal : direct credit Bendigo Bank, BSB 633-108 a/c no. 137897070 in the name of Faraday 
Community Association. Please put in sender’s name and initials. Family/couple $15.00 
Individuals $10.00

Welcome Pack

We are asking current members to advise us when they have new neighbours. We are putting 
together a ‘welcome pack’ to present to new residents and to advise them of our association. 

Special Projects

The association is planning a walk along the water channel on Sunday 11th October at 2pm. 
Details will appear closer to the event.


