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The Faraday Farrago
NEWSLETTER OF THE FARADAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION INC.

Charlie Ellery (ctr) 94, a lifelong 
resident of Farady with daughters 

Christine Mitchell, Nola Juniper and 
grandsons Lachlan Mitchell and Daniel 

Juniper.

Shire Deputy Mayor Christine 
Henderson launches the book

Charlie Ellery (ctr) with Sisters Pat 
and Daisy Straeder

BOOK LAUNCH
KIDNAPPED BY TIME

A history of the Parish of 
Faraday

The book launch was held at 
Dunstans Flat 6th October 

2014.
In excess of sixty members, 

friends, invited guests, visitors 
and former Faraday residents 
attended our much anticipated 
event on a warm, sunny spring 
afternoon.

The launch represented the 
culmination of many months 
of research and writing by a 
number of  members of our 
association and collation and 
preparation for publishing by 
Anthea Matley.

Publication was made 
possible by a grant from Mount 
Alexander Shire Council 
through the  Community Grants 
Scheme, and we acknowledge 
their support.

The guest of honour was 
“our own” Charlie Ellery, 
ninety four years young, and 
a resident of Faraday for every 
one of those years.

Charlie was supported and 
surrounded by his extended 
family including his three 
daughters Christine, Carol 
and Nola and many of his 
grandchildren.

On launching the book, 
Charlie congratulated our 
Association on its success 
and proudly accepted a 
complimentary copy.

Deputy Mayor Cr 
Christine Henderson spoke 
of the importance of Council 

support for local community 
organisations and the 
significance of recording local 
history.

Following the launch, a 
light luncheon and a glass of 
wine or cuppa provided by 
the Association was enjoyed 
as attendees reminisced 
and visitors re-acquainted 
themselves with their Faraday 
past.

Brendan McCarthy took 
excellent photos which 
appeared as a full page in colour, 
in the Bendigo Advertiser the 
following Tuesday.

Over one hundred copies 
have already been sold, and the 
book is available to members 
at $20, or non-members at 
$30; either from Committee 
members, or local bookshops 
inclu d i n g  S t o n e m a n s , 
C a s t l e m a i n e ,  o r  A e s o p s , 
K y n e t o n .

Brothers Hedley and Graham 
Moon
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Beryl and Ken Turner (Beryl attended Faraday 
School 1948-54)

Faraday Community President Alan Elliot (ctr) with son 
Aston and daughter Trazel

Charlie Ellery (ctr) with family members (rear) grandchildren Lachlan Mitchell, Stacey Mitchell, Belinda Styles, Daniel 
Styles and (front) daughters Christine Mitchell, Carol Streader, Nola Juniper

Wayne Mitchell, Doug Juniper, Joey 
Norris

Paul and Jenny Leishman Anthea Matley and artist Eliza Tree 
(who did the cover)
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moved and he settled in with 
ease. His love for nature has 
made it all the simpler to adjust 
to. Not a day passes without 
looking up and appreciating 
the sounds of a golden 
whistler, a turtle on the dirt 
road, birds of all sorts, ducks, 
praying mantis’, frogs, bugs 
and insects, kangaroos, hares, 
lizards, sheep, cows, alpacas, 
echidnas, chooks, horses in 
other paddocks, the hooting of 
an owl yet to be sighted and yes 
the occasional snake. He is keen 
to spot a wombat! 

Faraday brings us ALL this 
and more. Any time family and 
friends visit they comment on 
how relaxed we all seem. Yet 
what can we bring to Faraday 
in return? Youth! The laughter, 
temper, enthusiasm and 
loudness of a 9 year old boy in 
his element.

I was meant to write a 
quick thank you yet somehow 
The Faraday Community 
Association has offered me this 
time of reflection. Thank you!

Member, Jeni Totta’s 
Response to the Faraday 

History Book

I just wanted to say thank 
you for offering me and 
all other readers a glimpse 
of Faraday’s history. I am 
left with an overwhelming 
desire to learn more about 
the motivating factors that 
brought people to Faraday 
and now close my eyes to 
imagine the scenery before 
our move here.

If I didn’t know any better 
I would say that Chapter 11 
was my own story and it 
has helped me not feel like 
a fraud. We have been made 
to feel very welcomed yet 
we have an empty paddock 
with no vineyards, olive 
groves, produce or animals 
and I sometimes feel that 
we have occupied an area 
of land that someone more 
worthy could otherwise 
have developed such as 
the earlier landowners you 
described.

Having lived in only one 
area before Faraday and 
having family to rely on, 
means that I sometimes feel 
nostalgic. Our reasons for 
our move were varied but 
predominantly based on 
our need to downsize our 
mortgage after Dave’s injury 
and his inability to return to 
work. I was juggling being 
a full-time mum and dad, 
daughter, sister, friend, 
teacher and felt I was not 
the best I could be in any of 
these roles.  I was up early 
dropping my own son off 
to my parents so that they 
could drop him off at school, 
travelled a further half an 

hour to work to look after up 
to 25 children, would on some 
days drop Dave off at pain 
management and repeat this in 
the reverse during the evening.
Traffic was busy, our lifestyle 
hectic and quality of life could 

have improved. We led a rather 
‘hurried’ life and this inevitably 
impacted on Oktavius.

We chose Castlemaine as a 
preferred destination to live and 
found that the real estate market 
was too competitive.We looked 
at houses that were ‘organic’ 
(mud brick) and/or period 
homes which were fetching 
prices higher than Melbourne.
We widened our search on the 
internet and similarly like one 
of the accounts in Chapter 11, 
our next door neighbours in 
Melbourne were not only in 
earshot but also in sight with 
double storey town houses 
built along the North side of 
our property looking into our 
yard and blocking natural light, 
so our move was paramount.

Our current house did not 
appeal to us aesthetically 
but we could not give up the 
views and tranquillity. (The 
tranquillity which I refer to as 
isolation on a bad day when I 
crave the chaotic lifestyle we 
left behind)

Oktavius was 8 when we 

David, Oktavius and Jeni 

Faraday Community 
Association AGM 2014

Sunday 5th October
Our AGM was held in 

accordance with the revised 
rules of an Incorporated 
Association. 

Following acceptance of the 
minutes of the previous AGM, 
a brief synopsis of our activities 
during the year was presented.

The Treasurer’s  report was 
presented, indicating a sound 
financial position.

All current Committee 
members indicated their 
willingness to continue in there 
present positions, and there 
being no further nominations, 
were duly confirmed as elected.
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LIST OF MEMBER’S GOODS AND SERVICES
Support these members who support our Association

Thank You Again To

AMC CONSULTANTS

for the printing of the

FARADAY FARRAGO

Editor’s Disclaimer
While The Faraday Farrago makes every effort to maintain accuracy, the information contained within 
this newsletter may contain errors or omissions. To the extent permitted by applicable law, The Faraday 
Farrago disclaims all warranties, express or implied, as to the accuracy of the information contained in any 
of the materials in this newsletter. Furthermore, The Faraday Farrago gives no warranty as to the content, 
sequence, timeliness or completeness of the information contained herein and that the service will be 
uninterrupted or that any defects can be corrected.

Please direct correspondence to PO Box 257 Chewton 3451 or to our email address: faradayfarrago@
yahoo.com.au. Web address http://faradayfarrago.wordpress.com attention The Editors.

For new membership please contact Robert English at renglish@melbpc.org.au
For renewal : direct credit Bendigo Bank, BSB 633-108 a/c no. 137897070 in the name of Faraday 
Community Association. Please put in sender’s name and initials. Family/couple $15.00 
Individuals $10.00

Faraday Rainfall 
  2014 10Yr Ave

Aug  25 73
Sep   47 62
Oct    26 46

Oct YTD  422    567

Terry Collins Plumber 0438 504 353
Rev. Mark Dunn (Uniting Church) Marriage Celebrant, the setting is your choice 0409 009 443

Ray Fowler Master Painter 5474 3109
Gary Hotchin Bricklayer and Fencing 0413 599 984
Matthew Hough Elphinstone Firewood Supplies 0458 387 378
Bianca Joyce http://thoroughbredsoffthetrack.com.au 5657 3302
J & P Leishman Olive oil, electric and general rural fencing,

agricultural consultant
0427 931 391

Brendan McCarthy Photographer 0402 077 137
Anthea Matley Granite Springs Olive oil 5474 2601

Simon Moten Sanctuary Hill Wines 0447 733 242
“Mister Workman” (Grant) Home handyman services: carpentry, building, 

painting, landscape design
0414 269 842

Any financial member may have their goods and services listed free in each issue. Please contact The Editor: 5474 
2601 or email: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au. 

Faraday Frolics
Dunstans Flat

6pm onwards
Saturday 6th December

Pizzas provided
BYO chairs/drinks/nibbles

***MEMBERSHIPS ARE DUE FOR RENEWAL EACH 1 JULY***


