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A Waterfall at Dunstans Flat
This should have been sent long ago, but I'm sure you will be interested. It is one of the "waterfalls" on
the creek at Dunstan's Flat. the postcard was sent to my Grandmother by my Grandfather (Queenie and
Fred Bennett, who lived at Axedale) in their courting days. Grandma was working down in St Kilda, and
the tone of the note on the post card gives the impression that Grandpa was still rather unsure of where
he stood! The mown (by sheep?) grass suggests that was being properly looked after. The date would
have been about 1910 -11, but when the photo had been taken I don't know. ( It's the usual story, I've
put the original away carefully and can't find it at the moment). I would think it's a lot later than
the feature in the Summer 2010 Farrago. I'm not sure whether it's the same one, as I have heard that
there was more than one.
This postcard was the last of a set of features of the Castlemaine area that he sent her, and is
unfortunately the only one that survives.
Rita Mills
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Australia Day Dunstans
F l a t T h u r s d a y 2 6th
January 2012
About twenty-five
members attended a
flag raising followed by
a barbeque at Dunstans
Flat.
Our new
Australian Flag,
provided to our group by
Senator Michael
Ronaldson, was raised
to the top of our newly
erected flagpole, whilst
Peter McCarthy recited
contemporary Australian
poetry.
The marquee
has been repaired
following some wind
damage after our
Christmas function.
front of the other behind a two
wheeled tandem cart, which
would be a sporting vehicle
similar to a dog cart. The horse in
front is known as the leader or
trace horse and the one put
between the shafts is the shaft
horse. This was necessary to
wind through virgin, largely
trackless bush. Other men and
horses would follow behind.
Joseph Hawdon’s Diary, Port
Philip to Adelaide (Overland)
1839.

Members and visitors then An Early Description of the
enjoyed a good Aussie barbeque, District
on a pleasant cooler day following
the recent extreme heat.
By Glenn A. Braybrook
Two men drove from Melbourne
to Adelaide in a month in the
winter of 1839. They drove
tandem, which means that two
horses were harnessed one in

“Lieutenant Munday, late of 21st
regiment, and I, left Melbourne at
noon on Thursday the 11th of
July, and after a drive of thirty two
miles over the beautiful open
grassy downs of Port Phillip,
halted for the night near Mount
Macedon. The route for nine
miles continued to pass
underneath the southern point of
the Macedon, through ranges, or
as it is usually termed, the Black
Forest, thickly covered with
stringy bark and other timber of
great size. At the termination of
this forest, the country again
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opens into undulating downs; the
soil is of good agricultural quality,
and the pasturage not to be
surpassed for sheep grazing. This
park-like scenery continued for
twenty miles, when we crossed
the Campaspe rivulet, a small but
valuable stream which flows into
the river Hume [later called the
Murray], four miles below the
junction of the rivers Goulburn
and Hume.
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Loddon] runs (when flowing), the
valleys well grassed. About five
miles further we saw a number of
emus feeding [Muckleford]. The
soil, as we proceeded, was of
r a t h e r a n i n f e r i o r q u a l i t y.
Travelling for about ten miles, we
approached a deep and broad
valley through which the course
of a large creek or principal
branch of the Yarraine winds [the
Loddon at what is now
Newstead]. On some of the

Having spent the greater part of a
day with our friends
Messrs Ebden &
Yaldwin, whose flocks
occupy this district, we
started from Mr
Ya l d w i n ' s [ B a r f o l d
Station] on the
Campaspe, at noon on
the 14th. A few miles
brought us to the pass
over the Coliban.
Running through a deep
ravine down high steep
banks, Mr Munday
found it a difficult task to
Terry Collins with his restored 1800s jinker
drive with any degree of
safety. The country from
here was of granite soil,
sheets of water, we observed
affording good sheep pasturage. musk ducks, with large heads, of
Crossing over a rocky pass, an unusual size. After having
c a l l e d b y M a j o r M i t c h e l l - dined, and changed the horses in
Expedition Pass, we encamped in harness, we proceeded down the
a small grassy valley on the valley for the distance of a mile,
southern side of the range [this is when, turning to the left, we went
where Major Mitchell camped on over some stony hills for four
the side of Mount Alexander] - the miles; the remainder of the
distance travelled during this journey continued on open downs
afternoon was twenty miles. [the Moolort plains], when we
Unfortunately on this our first again descended into a deep
night it rained heavily, but we valley [Tullaroop Creek north of
were fortunate enough in F a w c e t t s C r o s s i n g ] a n d
consoling ourselves with some encamped by the edge of a large
most excellent cordial Mr Yaldwin sheet of water, our day's journey
had put in our gig.
being twenty eight miles. Here we
had some difficulty in procuring
Monday 15 - Passed over some wood for our fires.
small timbered hills through which
a branch [Barkers creek near the T u e s d a y 1 6 - W e w e r e
camp reserve] of the Yarraine considerably delayed by four of
streamlet [now known as the our horses galloping away, an evil
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which might have been serious to
us, but fortunately two were
dragging their tether ropes. After
starting we passed for seven
miles over an open country, when
we came to a beautiful rich valley
[McCallums Creek near Red
Lion]; here we fed our horses and
waited for John, whom we had
sent back in search of a brace of
pistols left at our last
encampment. On the sheet of
water there were a great many
wood ducks; emus
were also numerous,
but having no
greyhound, we could
only look upon them as
ornaments to the
country around us. On
John's successful
return, we continued to
pass over open downs
the soil not of first rate
quality, but the scenery
a perfect panorama;
although adapted for
sheep, it is by no
means fit for extensive
agricultural operations.
In the evening, we
came to a sheep station
belonging to Mr Bowerman
[Henry Boucher Bowerman of
Maiden Hills Station, east of
Lexton], upon what I should
consider to be also a branch of
the Yarraine River [Doctors
Creek].
It rained in torrents all night, and
continued to do so until noon; we,
therefore, remained all day at Mr
Allen's house under his unlimited
hospitality. He shewed us a
human skull that had been found
near here, with two fractures
behind, apparently done with a
tomahawk. I felt perfectly
confident the skull had been that
of a white man. Mr Allen intends
carrying it to Melbourne, when
some unfortunate man's fate may
be discovered. The skull was of
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peculiarly intelligent formation.
After Mr Allen had most liberally
replenished our stock of
provisions, on Thursday the 18th
we passed for seventeen miles
through ranges covered with
stringy bark, these are called by
Major Mitchell the Australian
Pyrenees. A few miles to the west
of us, they appeared much higher
and more difficult to cross. The
range was undulating and good
driving road where we passed
over; kangaroos were
seen here for the first
time on the journey,
and upon a sheet of
water some teal ducks.
The remainder of our
day's journey was
through an open
grassy gum tree forest.
After having travelled
twenty three miles, we
halted for the night
near a small hole of
water; here we
observed the bones of
a horse, from its
position, we concluded
it must have been the
blood mare belonging to Mr
Ebden [Charles Ebden, Carlsruhe
Station near Kyneton], and killed
by the notorious Dignum and his
followers for provisions.”
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Our Mining Heritage
By Peter McCarthy
Faraday, like Chewton and
Castlemaine, owes its existence
to mining. The first rich alluvial
gold discoveries in the district
were made, in discoverer John
Worbey’s words, “about a mile
from the Melbourne road at the
southernmost point of Mount
Alexander”. Mining was vital to

the district for many decades and
was a major source of
employment in the decade of the
1930s. Exploration and mining
continue to employ many people
in the district, either in search of
the next local gold find or, more
often today, as long-distance
commuters flying in and out of
mines in other states. The
professional society for mining
engineers, metallurgists and
geologists has one of its most
active branches in Central
Victoria.

We shall leave Hawdon and
Mundy there to continue their
journey as they have just left our
home "The Loddon valley" to
continue their way East to
Adelaide. I hope you have
enjoyed this short story, From the
Launceston Advertiser
(Tasmania), but original source
'The Southern Australian' 28th
Older residents know this and
August 1839.
respect our heritage. Most have
family connections to the mining
era. However, a new wave of
settlers has arrived and will
increase, thanks to the Calder
freeway, improved rail services
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and the cost of housing in
Melbourne. Many of these people
wish to preserve our towns “in
aspic” and oppose new
developments that would create
local employment or provide
services essential to an
increasing population. Like other
potential sources of change, they
also oppose exploration and
mining, using sometimes
nonsensical arguments which
invariably go unchallenged in the
local press. Even
local people, now
decades removed
from the mining era,
can be confused
about the impacts of
mining.
A recent example
arose in the debate
about the fire risk
from pine plantations
in Chewton – a valid
concern of residents.
A claim was made
that heat from a
bushfire could cause
cyanide from past
mining to “rise up out of the
ground”. Well, firstly, cyanide is a
compound of carbon and
nitrogen, both important plant
nutrients, which breaks down into
these components on exposure to
air. It does not persist in the
ground. Secondly, it was never
used in central Chewton in the
area of bushfire concern,
although it was used later at the
Wattle Gully mine and on tailings
elsewhere from the 1930s to
1950s. There has been only one
recorded accidental death from
cyanide in Australian history, in
1906, when Charles Robertson, a
battery manager at the Birthday
Tunnel mine in Berringa, drank a
flask of cyanide thinking it was
water.
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We are surrounded by evidence
of the gold rush in the form of
eroded gullies, mullock heaps
and secondary growth forest. The
community has chosen to keep
these for heritage reasons; they
are protected as a national park.
It would be easy and not very
expensive to clean up these
areas. The entire valley along
Golden Point road could be
remediated by bulldozers in a
matter of months and turned into
a smooth, pleasant pasture. Noone is suggesting that this be
done, so it is unfair to point to the
19th century damage as evidence
of the impact of mining.
After 15 years at Faraday my wife
Anthea and I are recent arrivals,
but I am pleased that my greatgreat grandfather was “on the
Mount Alexander diggings” in
1852-53. Guess what – so was
Anthea’s - although neither of us
was born in Victoria. Many other
“blow-ins” would discover a
similar connection, as this was
the cradle of much of Australian
society. I have enjoyed more than
40 years working in the mining
industry and continue to do so, as
do many of my friends who live
within “spitting distance” of Mount
Alexander. The story continues.
C O N S E R V I N G T H E PA S T,
MANAGING THE FUTURE
Over thirty members of the
Faraday Community Association
gathered at Dunstan’s Flat on
Sunday 23rd October to celebrate
the establishment of a community
marquee, made possible with
funds provided through the
Shires’ Community Grants
Scheme.
In addition to holding the Annual
General Meeting and BBQ in the
spring sunshine, members
discussed priorities for this unique
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piece of Faraday. The Faraday
community has a long historical
association with Dunstan’s Flat,
also variously known as the
Faraday Common, the Faraday
Farmers Common, and the
Faraday Education Area.
Amongst those present were
several former students of the
Faraday school who recalled
regular sports meetings held at
Dunstan’s Flat. In keeping with
the historical heritage of the area,
Terry Collins arrived in his
restored 1800’s horse-drawn
jinker, offering rides to several
members.
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species, provision of nesting
boxes for native fauna, work on
restoration of the ‘granite drops’
areas, collection and removal of
neglected refuse accumulated
over recent years, and
conservation of the former
Dunstan home site.

Dunstan’s Flat (as the ‘Faraday
Education area of 42 Ha’ ) was
added to the Castlemaine
Diggings National Heritage Park
along with several other parcels
of former Crown Land, following
proclamation of the Park in
October 2002. The Faraday
Community Association is a
‘Friends of Dunstan’s Flat’ partner
The area was named after under the auspice of Parks
Thomas and Ann Dunstan who Victoria.’
resided here in the 19th century.
Their daughter Emily was married
at Dunstan’s Flat in 1884, and The McGuires have moved
their son-in-law John Penhallurick
lived nearby and was the first Dennis and Judy McGuire have
caretaker of Exhibition Pass moved from Faraday to their new
home in Campbells Creek.
Reservoir at Faraday.
However as foundation members
Amongst the membership of the of our Association they are keen
local Association are persons with to remain involved, and attended
e x p e r i e n c e a n d t r a i n i n g i n the Australia Day event on 26th
conservation and preservation of January. Judy has been ill
f l o r a a n d f a u n a , h i s t o r i c a l recently and it was good to see
research and geology.
her looking well and in good
spirits. We wish her well and trust
they are settling into their new
home.
Facts on Eucalyptus and
Acacias
by Ian Johnson
These two species are modern, in
that spread over Australia after
the last Ice Age. In Australia it
was folllowed by a very dry period
called the Recent Aridity. This
Judy and Dennis McGuire
killed off the giant marsupials and
most of the earlier plants, but not
Proposed activities at Dunstan’s all. Some still remain near the
F l a t i n c l u d e c a t a l o g u i n g coasts in the North and in valleys
indigenous and introduced plant in the Centre. Other old time
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species are still found near the G u m s o n g r o u n d o v e r
York Peninsula, usually in old underground watercourses, and
swamps.
in the frosty parts, patches of
White Box that need frosts to
The six hundred and fifty species germinate. The other trees like a
of Eucalypts started in
those less arid areas and,
with Acacia, spread all
over this continent, with
mutations going on all the
time, not just slow state
changes. Each species
and sub-species became
adapted or really suited to
small areas with different
soils and climates. Most
are specialised plants.
Their seeds are produced
only when they are likely
Weeping Grass
to find conditions to grow.
If conditions are imperfect,
loosened up 3mm of topsoil or
they will wait for many years.
just a thin mulch and a rather
soggy ground in a hot time of the
In these parts, the Acacia and the year.
majority of native plants are like
this, and those that are suicide Last year was one such but some
plants like coffee bush, the great places had too much sogginess
colonising plant of
damaged ground and
Cootamundra wattles are
deemed weeds. They are
not really.
In these parts the soils
define the Acacias and
Eucalypts that grow here
naturally and the change
of soils is often defined by
a change of native plants,
but there are erosion soils
which grow another lot of
plants. So we can see at
least three and probably
more soil conditions at the Flat
and at least two climates, as land
facing the west after-noon for six
to seven hours beoomes rather
warmer with a temperature
variation of over 3oC.

Early Black Wattle
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But look in Forest Creek for
overplanting. What we see now
are common reeds, and on the
banks, seedling acacia growing
naturally. Much landcare is
overdone, although the results
are better than letting it degrade.
The bush will recover reasonably
well in less than 250 years.
Be aware of how plants normally
try to survive without cultivation,
changing the soils etc. etc. so
they can grow fast with bloated
flowers and fruit. The faster
things grow, the more they are
afflicted by illness, disease and
being eaten. It takes twenty
years to come from a state of
agricultural degredation to a
reasonable self care. When that
happens, all the helpful animals,
insects, birds, fungi and plants
become all the care needed. It
becomes balanced.
One of the two oldest eucalptus
trees surviving is the Meelup
Mallee growing near Buesselton,
on the Western Australian coast.
It extends over thirty metres and
is estimated to be over 6,300
years old.
The fauna in and around
Dunstans Flat is well known with
twenty-seven mammals plus
quolls, three hundred birds, ten
frogs and twenty-three reptiles.
As well as numerous insects,
archanids, fungi, bacteria,
viruses and water living
creatures.

and in others the shortage of feed
for marsupials led, for some time,
in some chewing of seedlings.
But planted seedlings which had
grown fast were the most likely to
be chewed away. That is why
they need all sorts of attention.

The lower areas can become Dunstans Flat seems to have
frosty with longer periods of under coped well with the droughts and
10oC. So we can get Red Box on high rainfall.
dry broken hills growing well, Red
6
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THE HISTORY PROJECT

Our grant application to Mount
Alexander Shire Council for
funding to research and publish
our local Faraday history has
been successful.
Council received 81 applications
for the Strengthening Our
Community Grants Scheme,
equating to a total of $251,975 in
requests for funding. With total
available funding of $166,000, the
funding round was very
competitive.

AGM Participants

At its meeting of 22nd November
2 0 11 , C o u n c i l r e s o l v e d t o
approve a grant for our
organisation for $2000 (excluding
GST) for the proposal “----to
continue and expand our
research into the history of
Faraday---“
A function to celebrate the
2 0 11 - 2 0 1 2 G r a n t s S c h e m e
recipients will be held at the Phee
Broadway Theatre on Thursday
23 rd February at 4pm, and
representatives from our
Association are invited to attend.

AGM

It is important that we now
proceed with as much research
as possible into local history. Any
member with historical items
relating to Faraday is asked to
contact the editor, or volunteer to
undertake research—eg: State
library, Internet, Castlemaine
Historical Society etc.

7

F

A

R

A

D

A

Y

F

A

R

R

A

G

O

LIST OF MEMBERʼS GOODS AND SERVICES
Support these members who support our Association
Terry Collins………………... Plumber, Faradale Drive…………………………………..0438 504 353
Ray Fowler…………………..Master Painter, Faraday-Sutton Grange Road……………..54743109
Matthew Hough……………..Elphinstone Firewood Supplies…………………………...0458 387 378
Bianca Joyce………………..http://thoroughbredsoffthetrack.com.au
J & P Leishman …………….Pryorʼs Paddock Olive Oil, locally grown produce………0427 931 391
Paul Leishman ……………..Electric and General Rural Fencing,
"
"
"
"
Agricultural Consultant……………………………………..0427 931 391
Brendan McCarthy………….Photographer, Faraday-Sutton Grange Road.…………..0402 077 137
Anthea Matley..…………….. Granite Springs Olive Oil, Faraday-Sutton Grange Road…54742601
Simon Moten………………...Sanctuary Ridge Wines, Faraday-Sutton Grange Road..0431389201
Any financial member who wishes to be included in this list is asked to contact the Editor:

Rainfall Update
October

2011

35.5mm

November 2011 50.5mm
December 2011 46.0mm
Total

2011 782.0mm

January

2012 23.0mm

Year to date

23.0mm

Thank you again
to AMC
Consultants for
printing this
edition of the
Faraday Farrago

Editor’s Disclaimer
While The Faraday Farrago makes every effort to maintain accuracy, the information contained within this newsletter may contain errors or
omissions. To the extent permitted by applicable law,The Faraday Farrago disclaims all warranties, express or implied, as to the accuracy of
the information contained in any of the materials in this newsletter.Furthermore, The Faraday Farrago gives no warranty as to the content,
sequence, timeliness or completeness of the information contained herein and that the service will be uninterrupted or that any defects can be
corrected.
!!PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS!!

Please forward articles to be considered for inclusion in the next newsletter which will be end March/early April to our
NEW ADDRESS : PO Box 257 Chewton 3451 to the attention of the Editors (Anthea Matley & Peter McCarthy) or to our
email address: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au
For new membership please contact ROBERT ENGLISH AT renglish@melbpc.org.au
FOR RENEWAL: direct credit Bendigo Bank, BSB 633-108 A/c no. 137897070 in the name of Faraday Community
Association. Please put in sender’s name and initials.
Member’s fees include a family/couple’s fee of $15.00 p.a. in addition to the single membership fee of $10.00 for individuals.
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