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175 Years Ago
Major Mitchell at Expedition
Pass, Faraday
By Glenn A. Braybrook
Faraday was at one time,
before the gold rushes, one of
the most important cross
roads of early Victoria. Major
Thomas Mitchell was the first
European to pass though
Faraday, on his way home to
Sydney after his expedition
that led him though central
Victoria, a place so special
that he named the area
"Australia Felix", meaning
fortunate Australia as the area
was so different to the desert
country of the North, in his
words being "where we had
wandered so unprofitably and
for so long". Mitchell had
spied what he was later to call
Mount Alexander which he
called in his journal "the
friendly mountain" from the
Grampians. This mountain, he
said, was calling him and he
was determined to visit the
friendly mountain on his way
home to Sydney.
On arriving at what was later
Castlemaine, he crossed
Barkers creek at the point
where the rail road bridge is
near the camp reserve.
Heading to where the pine
plantation is now, he stopped
and made camp. While the
men were setting up camp,

Mitchell and an aboriginal
guide given the nickname
"Tommy Come Last" rode
ahead to the summit of what
he called that day Mt Byng
[which he later changed to Mt
Alexander]. He and Tommy

Michael Faraday

climbed to the summit on their
horses finding the mount very
different to what we see today,
in his own words taken from
his journal on September 28th
1836 "I could ride with ease to
the summit of the friendly hill,
that I had seen from afar, and
found it but thinly wooded, so
that I could take my angles
around the horizon without
difficulty". The Major had no

worries at all setting up his
telescope and theodolite to
observe the surrounding
country in a 360 degree
sweep.
How different Mount Alexander
i s t o d a y, o v e r g r o w n a n d
covered with dead branches
and dead trees everywhere,
how different the mount is
today compared to its original
pre-European settlement
condition.
After taking his bearings,
Mitchell returned with Tommy
to the camp that evening next
to a swampy water hole which
is still easy to recognise in the
pine plantation today. The
following day, the 29th of
September 1836, the whole of
the expedition passed through
"Expedition pass", which
Mitchell had found early that
morning, "the pass being very
rough and rocky". The passage
though and over some boggy
ground near the head of the
Pass caused damage to the
boat carriage's main bolt to the
draw shaft, so camp was made
by the small creek on the south
side of the mount with only
around four miles travelled that
day. Faraday was named after
Michael Faraday, who had
used his electrical discoveries
to analyse the salinity of water
samples sent to him by Major
Mitchell.
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Major Mitchell’s journal entry
made that night on the South side
of the mount reads: "September
29th, 1836. The range before us
was certainly formidable for the
passage of carts, but home lay
beyond it, while delay and famine
were synonymous terms with us
at that time. By following up the
valley in which we had
encamped, I found early on this
morning, an easy way though
which the carts might gain the
lowest part of the range. Having
conducted them to this point
without any other inconvenience
besides the overturning of one
cart [from bad driving], we
descended along a hollow ravine
making it passable by throwing
rocks into the narrow part near its
head (near where the Faraday
school is today). The ravine at
length opened, as I had expected,
into a grassy valley, with a fine
rivulet [Forest Creek] flowing
through it, and from this valley we
debouched into the more open
granitic country at the foot of Mt
Byng. The pass, thus
auspiciously discovered and
opened, over a neck apparently
the very lowest of the whole
range, I named Expedition Pass,
confident that such a line of
communication between the
Southern coast and Sydney,
must, in the course of time,
become a very considerable
thoroughfare!"
Mitchell later changed the name
of Mount Byng
to Mount
Alexander, after the Ruler of
Macedonia, "Alexander the
Great" but for over two years from
late 1836 to 1839, the mountain
was still called "Mt Byng" after a
friend of Mitchell from his days
serving in the "Peninsula War".
Had Mitchell come across the
local Loddon clans of the
aboriginal people, who were
probably very aware of Mitchell

R

A

D

A

Y

F

A

R

R

A

being in their country but were
frightened at seeing their first
white men and strange animals
like horses, sheep and cattle
(which must have looked to them
as we would view Martians or
creatures from space), he would
have most likely used the lovely
native name "Leanganook",
meaning vaguely "Mountain of, or
with teeth". This may refer to the
mount as being a place
where initiation ceremonies were
held and boys were to become
men following these
ceremonies during which one of
the front teeth of those becoming
me were "removed" by an elder of
the clans.
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Les and wife Agnes purchased
the Parkers’ property in Faraday
in 1973 and moved in with their
large young family. Back then
Faradale Drive didn’t exist, the
Chewton Bushlands (mainly in
Faraday) had not been
established, and there were only
four houses between Hough’s
and the Faraday School, two of
which were weekenders.

Their ‘new home’, formerly known
as Boyles Inn, was built in 1870,
and for a number of years
incorporated the Faraday Post
Office. The farm and homestead
were a bit run down and over the
years Les restored the lock-up
and cellar, and extended the
I hope you have enjoyed reading northern side of the homestead in
this story, which is based on matching granite.
Major Mitchell’s journal. Part 2 will
As an incurable collector of
deal with a journey by Joseph
antiques, Les opened “Boyles Inn
Hawdon and Lieutenant Monday
Old Wares” in addition to working
from Melbourne to Adelaide in
as a self-taught stonemason and
1839.
running a productive farm. As
nearest neighbours, my children
spent many hours with the
Farewell Leslie Gordon Hough ‘Hough kids’ at their place and
ours.
By Alan J. Elliot
Long time Faraday resident Les
Hough passed away last month,
on 13th September. Les was aged
83 years.

Agnes catered for morning and
afternoon teas, and even for
larger functions including at least
one 21st birthday party I attended;
whilst Les also held fundraising
BBQ’s at Boyles Inn, in support of
‘selected’ local candidates for the
former Metcalfe Council.
Agnes sadly passed away in
2001, shortly after they had sold
at Faraday and moved into
Castlemaine.
Boyles Inn was
purchased by Stuart and Ruth
McLaren, and in recent years has
been purchased by John and
Margaret Boyle, descendants of
the original owners.
Les has left many local
monuments to his work including
Boyles Inn itself, the fine granite
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entrance-way to the former
Callanders property (now Ian
MacKenzie/Blackjack Wines),
the tank stand and amenities
building at the old Faraday
school, and even the granite
work on our home. And I still
use the old Grey Fergie
purchased from him in 1974.
An obsessive handyman and
incurable tinkerer, he is no
doubt ‘up there’ with his box of
tricks, perhaps oiling the
hinges of the Pearly gates; or
changing the lock to keep
lesser mortals out.

Faraday Generator
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Part of a Media Release by
Mount Alexander Shire (MAS)
MAS is working with CFA, SDE,
Victoria Police and other
community groups and members
to develop a new three-year
Municipal Fire Management Plan.
As part of this process, we are
reviewing and reassessing the
identified fire risks to develop a
program of coordinated multiagency risk treatments. These
treatments will be designed to
reduce the risk of fire and the
damage that could be caused to
the community, the enironment,
and the economy.
To ensure that this work is
informed by views of the
community, we would welcome
your contribution through the
completion of a questionnaire.
The questionaire can be
completed onlne at http://
w w w. s u r v e y m o n k e y. c o m / s /
MountalexanderFirePlanning or
hard copies are available from
Castlemaine Town Hall or by
contacting Joanna Hambling on
54711880. Responses to the
survery are required by Friday 28
October.
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ONMYDOORSTEP
The above Web Site has a great
deal of potential history and
heritage value for our
Association. Just Google http://
www.onmydoorstep.com.au/ and
enter any place in Victoria,
PREFERABLY FARADAY!! A
‘clickable list’ will come up and
each will have a brief description
of the site with a Google Earth
picutre of the alleged location.
Members will note many errors
which can be corrected, photos
added and details updated.
There is also a section for
‘event’s and you will note we
have listed our upcoming AGM
and BBQ at Dunstans Flat on
Sunday 23rd October.

Faraday Flashlight

IT’S FURTHER THAN YOU
THINK! By Alan J. Elliot
Why would any geriatric pilot
want to fly all the way up to
Port Macquarie and then 319
miles out to idyllic Lord Howe
Island to START a flight
across the country to the
Western most point? Is logic
always mandatory?
http://theblacksheeptheuglyduckling.blogspot.c
om/
Check out this link. It was
written ‘on the run’ and needs
lots of cleaning up, but may
give some idea of my folly.
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LIST OF MEMBERʼS GOODS AND SERVICES
Support these members who support our Association
Terry Collins………………... Plumber, Faradale Drive…………………………………..0438 504 353
Ray Fowler…………………..Master Painter, Faraday-Sutton Grange Road……………..54743109
Matthew Hough……………..Elphinstone Firewood Supplies…………………………...0458 387 378
Bianca Joyce………………..http://thoroughbredsoffthetrack.com.au
J & P Leishman …………….Pryorʼs Paddock Olive Oil, locally grown produce………0427 931 391
Paul Leishman ……………..Electric and General Rural Fencing,
"
"
"
"
Agricultural Consultant……………………………………..0427 931 391
Brendan McCarthy………….Photographer, Faraday-Sutton Grange Road.…………..0402 077 137
Anthea Matley..…………….. Granite Springs Olive Oil, Faraday-Sutton Grange Road…54742601
Simon Moten………………...Sanctuary Ridge Wines, Faraday-Sutton Grange Road..0431389201
Any financial member who wishes to be included in this list is asked to contact the Editor:
WANTED - GARDEN WASTE
If you have weeds, dirt, rocks, broken concrete, bricks, tree
stumps, screenings, or other garden "waste" (except for
blackberries), please don't tip it, bring it to my place instead.
No need then for you to pay tip charges - and you'll be doing me a
favour. I have a gully which needs all of the above from your
garden, to both stabilise and beautify it.

Faraday Rainfall
July

2011

2010

51mm

62mm

August 56mm

129mm

Sept

98mm

66mm

ALSO WANTED!
Someone who can construct good post and wire fencing (with
rabbit wire at the bottom) - and also someone who can construct a
small bridge over an intermittent creek, using ex-telephone poles,
that are extremely long, wide and heavy.
Please phone (Faraday) 5474 3206 - and leave a comprehensive
message, with your land-line phone number if the machine
answers instead of me.

2011 Year to end Sept 650mm Rain days 66
2010 Year to end Sept 668mm Rain days 78

BBQ !!
Dunstans Flat
At
12:00PM
Sunday 23rd Oct.

Thank you again
to AMC
Consultants for
printing this
edition of the
Faraday Farrago

Editor’s Disclaimer
While The Faraday Farrago makes every effort to maintain accuracy, the information contained within this newsletter may contain errors or
omissions. To the extent permitted by applicable law,The Faraday Farrago disclaims all warranties, express or implied, as to the accuracy of
the information contained in any of the materials in this newsletter.Furthermore, The Faraday Farrago gives no warranty as to the content,
sequence, timeliness or completeness of the information contained herein and that the service will be uninterrupted or that any defects can be
corrected.

Please forward articles to be considered for inclusion in the next newsletter to our NEW ADDRESS : PO Box 257
Chewton 3451 to the attention of the Editor or to our email address: faradayfarrago@yahoo.com.au
************MEMBERSHIPS ARE NOW DUE FOR RENEWAL!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
For new membership please contact ROBERT ENGLISH AT renglish@melbpc.org.au
FOR RENEWAL: direct credit Bendigo Bank, BSB 633-108 A/c no. 137897070 in the name of Faraday Community
Association. Please put in sender’s name and initials.
Member’s fees include a family/couple’s fee of $15.00 p.a. in addition to the single membership fee of $10.00 for individuals.
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