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The Faraday Farrago 
Genesis of a 
community group
by Alan Elliot 

People have a tendency to 
congregate in groups with a common 
purpose or goal.  Be it based on 
sporting, religious, political, social, 
artistic, recreational, vocational, 
academic or other shared interest, the 
drive to organise into specific groups 
can be very powerful. Perhaps this 
stems from some form of innate 
‘tribal instinct’ that has evolved over 
time. At all levels of society 
however, individuals seek interaction 
with their fellows.  

In addition to family and friends, 
people tend to identify to a greater or 
lesser extend with their local 
community. In towns and cities 
community structures may be less 
obvious, but in small rural areas the 
‘community spirit’ is arguably 
stronger and more compelling. 
Throughout our shire most 
communities have their local 
meeting halls, sporting grounds or 
recreational areas. And consequently, 
their local community groups.  At 
present the Faraday community does 
not. 

Prior to the disposal of the local 
school by the Education Department 
in 1976, (both before and following 
the closure in October 1972), the 
building was used as a community 
meeting place. Social functions were 
held in the building including 
birthdays, celebrations and 
community ‘welcomes’ for new 

arrivals to Faraday. Since then locals 
have gathered together on an ad hoc 
basis for, barbeques, birthdays and 
anniversaries; at private functions 
and in private homes.

A formal community association can 
provide an opportunity  to meet with 
fellow members of the Faraday 
community in an organised and 
structured forum.  It can provide a 

united voice to enhance and develop 
community facilities, infrastructure 
and identity. The desire to establish a  
Faraday community association has 
now been clearly demonstrated.

At a public meeting held on 20th 
March 2009, it was resolved to form 
a local Faraday community group. 
Nine residents attended this initial 
meeting and a further five apologies 
were received.

The broad aims of the group are to 
enhance opportunities for social 
interaction, to document and 
celebrate the history and diversity of 
the district and to develop a strong 
sense of local community.  

It was resolved that a further meeting 
be held on 12th June 2009 to 
consider a formal structure, to seek 
incorporation, and to appoint a 
committee from the membership.

It was further resolved to approach 
VicRoads  for the possible 
acquisition of the area of pine 
plantation between the new freeway 
and the former Faraday school, for 
community recreational use.
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Continued:
Subsequently, the meeting of 12th 
June 2009 was attended by  
seventeen community members, 
and apologies were received from 
three people.  After discussion it 
was agreed that the name of the 
group would be the Faraday 
Community Association.  It was 
further agreed that the Association 
seek incorporation.
It was resolved that membership 
of the Association be open to any 
person with a pecuniary interest in 
Faraday, and that annual 
membership be $10 per member. 
The financial year of the 
Association will be from 1st July 
to 30th June each financial year.
A number of those present paid the 
membership fee on the night, and 
all other eligible persons are 
encouraged to join for the coming 
financial year. Committee 
members of the Association were 
appointed as follows:

Public Officer:   Dennis McGuire
Treasurer:          Robert English
Secretary:         Jill Loorham
Committee:       Alan Elliot, 
Therese Horn, Anthea Matley
The Committee will now proceed 
with the process of incorporation; 
a bank account will be opened and 
a post office address established.
It was decided to produce a 
newsletter to keep members and 
interested persons informed of 
local news and events, and to 
promote interest in our community 
and its history. 
An informative article from Peter 
McCarthy on the origin of the 
naming of Faraday is included, 
and contributions from members 
are encouraged. Volunteers are 
invited to contribute, and to help 
with compilation and distribution 
of the newsletter.

Membership Application
Name:
Address:
Email Address:
Phone:
Please cut or tear off and forward, with annual fee of $10.00 to:
Robert English, Treasurer, Faraday Community Association. PO Box 58, Elphinstone 3448

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

ACKNOWLEDGMENT IS MADE OF THE ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTION OF THE STEERING 
COMMITTEE WHOSE EFFORTS ARE NOW FORMALISED: THOSE PEOPLE ARE:
alphabetically

Margaret Boyle, Terry Collins, Heather and Alan Elliot, Ray Fowler, Don Gillies, Dennis McGuire, 
Joey Norris, Karl Zornik

The next General meeting 
of the Association will be at 
the Faraday School House 
on Friday 10th July at 
5:30pm for 6:30pm, and all 
are invited and encouraged 
to attend. This will be a 
Dinner Meeting and 
everyone is requested to 
bring food to share.  
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First White Visitors to Faraday
by Peter McCarthy

Mount Alexander, called "Lanjanuc" by the local 
Dja Dja Wurrung tribe, was important to 
Aboriginal people as a high vantage point at the 
centre of their tribal area. On 28 September 
1836, during his north-easterly return journey to 
Sydney from Portland, the explorer Major 
Thomas Mitchell rode ahead of his party and 
described his arrival in the Faraday area, on the 
southern slopes of Mount Alexander, as follows:

Leaving the party to encamp I proceeded 
forward in search of the hill I had so long seen 
before me (Mt Alexander, though he initially 
named it Mount Byng), and I found that the hills 
immediately beyond our camp were part of the 
dividing range and broken into deep ravines on 
the eastern side (this is now the old goldfield 
and pine forest area west of Golden Point 
Road). Pursuing the connection between them 
and the still higher summits on the north-east, I 
came at length upon an open valley enclosed 
by hills very lightly wooded (now the valley of 
the Old Calder Highway at Faraday). 

This change was evidently owing to a difference 
in the rock  which was a fine-grained granite, 
whereas the hills we had recently crossed 
belonged chiefly to the volcanic class of rocks, 
with the exception of the range I had traversed 
that evening in my way from the camp, which 
consisted of ferruginous sandstone. With the 
change of rock a difference was also obvious in 
the shape of the hills, the quantity and quality of 
the water, and the character of the trees. 

The hills presented a bold sweeping outline and 
were no longer broken by sharp-edged strata 
but crowned with large round masses of rock. 
Running water was gushing from every hollow 
in much greater abundance than elsewhere; 
and lastly the timber, which on the other ranges 
consisted chiefly of ironbark  and stringybark, 
now presented the shining bark of the bluegum 
or yarra and the grey hue of the box. The 
Anthisteria australis (kangaroo grass), a grass 
which seems to delight in a granitic soil, also 
appeared in great abundance, and we also 
found the aromatic tea, Tasmania aromatica 
(native pepper), which represents in New 

Holland the winter's bark  of the southern 
extremity of South America. The leaves and 
bark of this tree have a hot biting cinnamon-like 
taste on which account it is vulgarly called the 
pepper-tree.

Mitchell climbed to the top of Mount Alexander 
with his aboriginal assistant Tommy Come-last, 
and planned a route for the party before 
returning in the dark.

The range before us was certainly rather 
formidable for the passage of carts, but home 
lay beyond it, while delay and famine were 
synonymous terms with us at that time. By 
following up the valley in which we had 
encamped I found early on this morning an 
easy way through which the carts might gain 
the lowest part of the range. Having conducted 
them to th is point wi thout any other 
inconvenience besides the overturning of one 
cart (from bad driving) we descended along the 
hollow of a ravine after making it passable by 
throwing some rocks into the narrow part near 
its head. The ravine at length opened, as I had 
expected, into a grassy valley with a fine rivulet 
flowing through it, and from this valley we 
debouched into the still more open granitic 
country at the foot of Mount Byng. 

The pass thus auspiciously discovered and 
opened, over a neck apparently the very lowest 
of the whole range, I named Expedition-Pass, 
confident that such a line of communication 
between the southern coast and Sydney must, 
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in the course of time, become a very considerable 
thoroughfare. The change of soil however 
introduced us to the old difficulty from which we 
had been happily relieved for some time, for we 
came once more upon rotten and boggy ground. 
We met with this unexpected impediment in an 
open-looking flat near a rivulet I was about to 
cross, when I found the surface so extremely soft 
and yielding that from the extreme resistance a 
bo l t o f the boat -car r iage gave way, a 
circumstance which obliged us immediately to 
encamp although we had travelled only four 
miles.

While repairs were made, Mitchell rode to and 
named Mount Macedon, commenting on the 
numerous emus and kangaroos he saw on the 
way. Back at Faraday, he decided to wait a day 
due to heavy rain, and brought his maps up to 
date. Then on October 3rd:

A clear morning: I buried another letter for Mr. 
Stapylton, informing him how he might best avoid 
the mud; and then we proceeded along the 
highest points of the ground, thus keeping clear of 
that which was boggy, and we found the surface 
to improve much in this respect as we receded 
from the base of the higher range. We crossed 
some fine valleys, each watered by a running 
stream; and all the hills consisted of granite. 

The various rivulets we crossed fell southwards 
into one we had seen in a valley on our right 
which continued from the base of the mountain, 

and this rivulet at length entered a still deeper 
valley in which there was very little wood, the hills 
on the opposite side being uncommonly level at 
the top. In this valley a fine stream ran northward, 
being undoubtedly the Barnard, or first river 
crossed by us on our way to Mount Macedon. We 
succeeded in finding a ford, but although it was 
deep a greater difficulty to be overcome was the 
descent of our carts to it, so abrupt and steep-
sided was the ravine in which the Barnard flowed.

Major Mitchell dedicated his  journal of exploration 
to Lord Glenelg, the Principal Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, and acknowledged the help of 
Dr Lindley, Professor Owen, Mr Ogilby and also 
“Professor Faraday, Mr McLeay and other 
scientific friends”. Mitchell didn’t name the 
Faraday district in his diary, but the “scientific” 
friendship hints at a link. The name first appeared 
on maps in the early 1850s, more than ten years 
after Mitchell’s diary was published.

Major Mitchell’s diary is available at:

http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/13033

http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/13033
http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/13033

